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ment. Founded in 1990, the Federation is 
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It’s hard to believe that it 


has been five years since we re- 


leased our ten year anniver- 
sary edition of The Taxpayer. 


So well received, it remains the 


only issue we ever sent off for 
a second printing. So 

as the calendar swung 

over to 2005 and the 
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ry that “nothing worth doing 
can be achieved in a lifetime ... 
Nothing that is true or good ... 
makes complete sense in any 
immediate context of history.” 
Fifteen years ago achiev- 

ing balanced budgets 

and taxpayer protec- 

tion laws seemed fu- 


organization celebrat- ir tile. But in time they 
ed its 15 birthday, iets became reality. Just 
the timing was perfect bis the 3 as in 15 years or even 
to publish a new is- erganizanen. 2 generation from now 
sue. At 56 pages, it is you a future editor of this 
largest Taxpayer we've have magazine will hopeful- 
ever published. built. ly be writing about the 
In this column five 69 successful gains made 
years ago I wrote that in aboriginal policy 


creating the CTF was an up- 
hill battle. Not because there 
wasn't public anger over high 
taxes, waste and government 
arrogance. There was plen- 
ty of that. No, the uphill bat- 
tle was convincing Canadians 
that something could be done 
to change it. 

Thankfully, many saw that 
prospect and accepted that re- 
sponsibility, such that we have 
a vibrant and expanding CTF 
today. 

Have we been successful 
during these 15 years? 

On one hand the size of 
government and Tax Free- 
dom Day remains largely un- 
changed. Yet on the other 
hand I’m mindful of the wis- 
dom that rests on the desk of 
our aboriginal policy director 
Tanis Fiss. Reinhold Niebuhr 
wrote in the early 20" centu- 
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and health care reform. 

Our current federal director 
John Williamson states “when 
it comes to government's 
spending tax money, there are 
no permanent victories and no 
permanent defeats”. What's 
important, is that taxpayers re- 
main vigilant. 

Independent of govern- 
ment money, charitable tax sta- 
tus, corporate donations and 
the myriad of what defines too 
many organizations in this 
country: your CTF is proof that 
average citizens—with firm re- 
solve and sound conviction— 
can make a difference. Read 
these pages, and take pride in 
the organization you have built. 
More important, take pride 
in what it represents: the long 
term fight for greater freedom 
and above all, the resolve to 
never be defeated by apathy.m= 
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FIO W E ARE & 


HAT WE DO 


When you think of the Canadian Taxpayers Federation (CTF) you might think of an article 
you read in The Taxpayer, a billboard you saw demanding lower taxes, a petition you signed 
or maybe a spokesperson you saw on TV or quoted in a newspaper. But that’s far from a com- 
plete picture. Coupled with our communications work is a talented support staff, fundrais- 
ing team and volunteer board that keep the wheels turning. Without them, there would be no 
magazine, billboards, petitions or spokespeople. The following provides you a brief summary 
of who we are and what we do with the contribution you send us each year. 


STEERING THE SHIP 


The CTF is a non-profit, feder- 
ally incorporated organization gov- 
erned by a board of directors. Board 
directors are volunteers and do not 
receive any compensation. Andy 
Crooks of Calgary, Alberta is the 
board’s current chairman. This past 
year the board reviewed and updated 
our mission statement and is cur- 
rently directing a branding review 
to better publicize and identify the 
CTF brand name. 

The board is made up of individuals from across the country with varying backgrounds and 
records of outstanding community service. For example, Bob Matheson of Edmonton, one 
of our three founding board directors, received the Order of Canada for his work in founding 
Crime Stoppers. 


L to R: Ken Azzopardi CEO, Andy Crooks Chairman, Norm Reise, 
Nick Loenen (missing: Moira Wright, Mike Binnion, Peter Green) 


Su PPORT STAFF 

When you call the CTF’s head of- 
fice in Regina you will most likely 
receive a cheery hello from Shan- 
non, Elizabeth, or Heather. Our 
support staff handles support- 
er and public inquiries, pays bills, 
maintains our database, looks af- 
ter all our computer systems and 
keeps the place in running order. 
They also mail out books, mugs, 


shirts and those ever-popular “Tax 1, to R: Heather Dolter; Andrea Dolter, Ken Azzopardi, Elizabeth 
Me, I’m Canadian” caps. Zemlak, Shannon Morrison (missing: Amy Zerbin) 


THE TAXPAYER 


SPEAKING OUT 


A talented team of spokes- 
people and researchers are 
employed in five provin- 
cial capitals, Ottawa and a 
Centre for Aboriginal Poli- 
cy Change in Calgary. These 
representatives field hun- 
dreds of media interviews 
each month, hold press con- 
ferences and issue regular 
news releases, commentaries 
and publications to advocate 
the common interests of tax- 
payers. 

They speak at functions, 
make presentations to leg- 


islative and parliamenta- 
ry committees, meet directly Back (L to R): Troy Lanigan, national communications director; Tanis 
with decision makers and or- Fiss, Centre for Aboriginal Policy Change director; Tasha Kheiriddin, 

. oe ‘ Ontario director; John Carpay, Alberta director; Sara MacIntyre, BC 
ganize petition drives, events director, Adrienne Batra, Manitoba director; Front: David MacLean, 
and campaigns to mobilize Saskatchewan director; John Williamson, federal director; Adam Taylor, 
citizens. research director (Missing: Melanie Webber, research associate) 


PuBLICATIONS/WEB 


The CTF’s flagship cian, tear-off petition or some item related to 
publication The Taxpay- a CTF campaign. 
er magazine is published Let’s Talk 
six times a year. Taxes are weekly 
Besides going : S| commentaries 
to supporters, penned by CTF 
a complimenta- communication 


directors sent to 
media outlets and 


ry issue is sent 
to provincial and 


federal politi- personalities across 

cians. the country. 
TaxAction is Finally, click on 

a monthly issues www.taxpayer.com 

and action update sent and you'll find 

by e-mail or fax exclusively the CTF’s award- 

to CTF supporters. TaxAction updates winning web site that 

supporters on current activities and usual- is updated daily. Anything past or present 

ly includes contact information for a politi- involving your CTF is only a click away! 
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BulILDING THE CTF 


Whatever success this 
organization has had or 
will have in the future 
rests in the willingness 
of Canadian taxpayers to 
voluntarily contribute to 
it. The CTF raises funds 
in three ways: 

First, the CTF has a 
team of dedicated and 
professional field repre- 
sentatives who log thou- 
sands of miles to make 
in-person presentations 
to existing and potential 
supporters. They also Field service representatives Back (L to R): Rod Cunningham, Wayne Klekta, 
collect signatures on pe- Don Wolff, Lorne Koropatwa, Bob Finlay. Middle: Barry Darcy, Richard 


titions, return survey in- Lueke, Keith Klippert, Stan Eiriksson, Noel Beepath. Front: Barb Stefiuk, 
formalion distribute CTF Jack Collinge, Irv Lechinsky, Don Tirschmann 


material and provide val- 

uable feedback on what the grassroots is say- Finally, hundreds of unsolicited donations 

ing. pour into our offices each year. Taxpayers 
Second, the CTF sends out thousands of may respond to a CTF number given out on 

letters soliciting support for various issues a talk radio program or received through a 

sae ae Siu eaten at ga friend or co-worker. Others join the CTF on- 


provides an opportunity to collect signatures 
on petitions. line at www.taxpayer.com. 


REPORTS 


Charges Sunes 174 Utility = 
CTF representa- = 7 | 
tives regularly ap- ~VAo e 
pear before legislative | > 
hearings and com- | 
mittees often as the i 
only counter-bal- r 
ance to special inter- es 
est groups that want 
government to spend The CTF prides itself on 
ever more. Each year providing timely, thoughtful, 
we make detailed pre- and well researched alterna- 
budget submissions tives to the status quo. 


and offer reports and posi- 
tion papers on everything 
from health care and tax 
reform to property tax 
comparisons, corporate 
welfare, aboriginal policy 
and Canada Pension Plan 
reform. 


THE TAXPAYER 


CAMPAIGNS 


Some issues are so big 
that the CTF will throw 
everything but the kitchen 
sink into them - and that 
may not be far behind. 
Generally, a campaign in- 
volves all the public re- 
lations tools at our dis- 
posal: press conferences, 
news releases, petitions, 
commentaries, public 
events, speaker tours and 
paid advertising. In each 
of our public policy victo- 
ries from reforming poli- 
ticians compensation to 
killing bracket creep to 
implementing taxpayer protection laws, you 
will find a major campaign that elicited pub- 
lic support to get the message through to our 
politicians! 

Sometimes, we have found it necessary to 
take to the courts in an effort to protect tax- 
payer rights. We successfully fought race- 
based tax laws and staved off a constitution- 


CTF rally in Pickering, Ontario opposing proposed tax hikes prior to the 1995 
federal budget. Photo: courtesy Toronto Sun 


al challenge to BC’s recall law. We weren't 

as successful suing Ontario premier Dalton 
McGuinty for violating the CTF-inspired Tax- 
payer Protection Law. Nonetheless, win, 
lose or draw, your CTF can always be count- 
ed on to fight the good fight in support of low- 
er taxes, less waste and accountable govern- 
ment. 


CONFERENCES 


To help foster the environment for change, 
the CTF hosts conferences. The first-ever Ca- 
nadian Taxpayers Conference held in Calgary 
in January, 1993 drew over 400 delegates. 
Since then, the CTF has hosted conferences 
on municipal restructuring, direct democra- 
cy and reforming government. These events 
featured high profile speakers including New 


Zealand’s former Labour Finance Minister 
Roger Douglas and Proposition 13 leader, 
Joel Fox of California. 

In 1998 the CTF was proud to host the 
World Taxpayers Conference in Vancouver 
and Whistler, BC. The event played host to 
taxpayer activists from 11 countries on five 
continents! 


AWARDS & EVENTS 


Each year the CTF holds two events. Gas 
Tax Honesty Campaign launched each May 
blows the whistle of government tax gouging 
at the pumps and demands that fuel tax reve- 
nues be dedicated to road and infrastructure 
improvement. 


A spoof of the Oscars, “The Teddies” award 
a golden sow to the worst in high taxes and 
government spending. 

Finally, the CTF’s TaxFighter Award hon- 
ours a Canadian demonstrating an outstand- 
ing commitment to taxpayer emancipation.m 
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= apByeat tetrospective 


The owing article highlights the genesis, events and people who have shaped the Cana- 
dian Taxpayers Federation (CTF) in its first fifteen years. The article is written by National 
Communications Director Troy Lanigan. Troy has been with the CTF since 1992 serving in 
four capacities from offices in Alberta, Saskatchewan and British Columbia. The article is 
divided into four separate sections: 1989-1993, 1994-1997, 1998-2003 and 2004-2005. 
gay EO 


1989 to 1993. 


“ye phd U Sb Ly ort 
“Change never happens and nothing ever gets done until 
somebody assumes responsibility for the way things are.” 


@6lis members 
are united not 
by any political 
ideology, but 
by anger over 
government 
waste, 
incompetence, 
largesse and 
the inevitable 
result—ever 
increasing 


taxes. 99 


Regina Leader Post 
September 1990 


-Kevin Avram, June 1990 


lot was happening in the latter part of 
A 1980s: government spending was 
drift, deficits were spiralling out of 
control and, along with rising taxes, the seeds 
of a brand new national value-added tax (the 
GST) were being sown. 

It seemed for most Canadians— 
especially those in Western Canada— 
that little had changed since the tax 
and spend years of Trudeau Liber- 
alism. Worse, it was endemic of so- 
called ‘Conservative’ governments at 
the provincial level as well. 

While there had always been an es- 
trangement between politicians and 
those they governed—it was clearly 
growing. Part of that estrangement 
resulted in the birth of the Reform 
Party. But there was another move- 
ment afoot that didn’t want any part of parti- 
san politics. 

The birth of the Canadian Taxpayers Fed- 
eration (CTF) can be pinpointed to one man: 
Kevin Avram. In Regina, Avram left the West- 
ern Canadian Wheat Growers Association in 


Kevin Avram 
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Volume one, 
Number one, 

The Taxpayer, Sum- 
mer 1989 


@@The group is 
becoming both 
an instigator 
and leader 

of a growing 
taxpayers’ 
revolt.@9 


Calgary Herald 
April 1993 


1988 and sought “an organization ... that 
would be an agent of change and that 
would educate and mobilize people.” 

But this emerging movement was in 
need of a name. 

It was at a conference in Austin, Tex- 
as that Kevin happened across a rep- 
resentative of the “Association of Con- 

cerned Texas Taxpayers” (you can al- 
most hear the drawl!). “As soon as I 
saw that name, I knew it was a sweet- 
heart” and so became the Association 
of Saskatchewan Taxpayers (AST) incorporat- 
ed May 1, 1989. 

Meanwhile, a similar movement was emerg- 
ing in Alberta. Called the Resolution One 
Committee (ROC) its raison d’etre was a peti- 
tion that stated: “The federal government shall 
enact a law under which all future increas- 
es in total federal revenues must be exceeded 
by reductions in overall expenditures until the 
budget is balanced.” 

The two organizations were merged un- 
der the—albeit awkward banner—the Canadi- 
an Federation of National and Provincial Tax- 
payers on April 23, 1990. Bob Matheson from 
the ROC Board was joined by Norm Wallace 
and Norm Baker—'the two Norms’——from the 
AST to make up the new national organiza- 
tion’s founding board. 

The following year, on October 10, 1991 the 
organization would legally be re-named the Ca- 
nadian Taxpayers Federation—although pub- 
licly the provincial operations would still oper- 
ate under their pro- 
vincial monikers, 
Association of Sas- 
katchewan Taxpay- 
ers, Association of 
Alberta Taxpayers, 
and so forth. 

Attached to al- 
most all the CTF’s 
communications 
material was the 
mission statement: 
“promoting the re- 
sponsible and effi- 


@@The Fuller 
Brush of fiscal 
rectitude.9® 


Ottawa Citizen 
March 1994 


@@More resources 
and staff led to a 
number of cam- 
paigns largely 
centered in Sas- 
katchewan and 
Alberta. The most 
visible were a series 
of “Axe The Tax” 
rallies in opposi- 
tion to the GST ... 
In every instance 
halls were packed, 
and high profile 
speakers such as 
Roy Romanow and 
Preston Manning 
(yes, on the same 
podium!) were in 
attendance.99 
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@6L organisme 
[CTF] fait bien 
ses devoirs.99 


La Presse 
May 1993 


@@We petitioned for 
a referendum on 

a balanced budget 
law which was put 
forward to voters 
concurrent with the 
1991 Saskatchewan 
election and sup- 
ported by 80% of 
the voters.99 


cient use of tax dollars.” 

Responsible was a key word because in ad- 
dition to addressing Canada’s high tax burden 
and the dangers of deficit financing, a lot was 
made of systemic changes like direct democra- 
cy and even senate reform. 

To his credit, Kevin Avram understood the 
simple wisdom in the saying, “you can’t save 
the world if you can’t pay the rent.” All the 
good intentions of citizens alone would not al- 
low the movement to sustain itself without re- 
sources. Kevin’s experience with the Western 
Canadian Wheat Growers and Canadian Fed- 
eration of Independent Business enabled him 
to set up a field service representative struc- 
ture that—along with direct mail—remains in 
place today. 

Some of those field service reps—Richard 
Lueke and Irv Lechinsky of Saskatchewan— 
have been with the CTF since its inception. 
They are the foot soldiers of our movement. 
By raising funds, engaging the grassroots, dis- 
tributing materials and collecting petitions, 
they grew the organization. 

On the communications side, weekly com- 
mentaries called Let’s Talk Taxes (LTTs) were 
sent (by mail no less!) to local newspapers and 
media personalities. Several small town pa- 
pers began to run the editorials as a regular 
feature. Although significantly expanded and 
now sent by e-mail, our seven offices across 
the country continue to send out LTTs each 
week. 

Another last- 
ing practice was 
the establish- 
ment of a news- 
letter called The 
Taxpayer. Made 
up of four 812 


Legislation 


Vote (X) YES 
Balanced Budget 


@6lt’s like 

a Playboy 
magazine for 
taxpayers. 
Titillating, 
eyebrow raising, 
a bit shocking. 
The pages of 
The Taxpayer are 
bountiful with 
information and 
numbers that 
rivet attention. 99 


Vancouver Sun 
1992 
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@6@In the battle 
of good and 
evil, waged 

daily over 

our tax 
dollars, the 
Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation has 
emerged as 
the country’s 
most persistent, 
intelligent 

and tireless 
champion. The 
CTF deserves 
our thanks. 99 


John Gormley, 
Talkshow host 
NTR and CJME 
Saskatchewan 


@6! value 

the CTF as 

an invariably 
credible source 
of thoughiful 
input.9® 

Roy Green 


Talkshow host 
CHML Hamilton 


x 11 pages, volume one, number 
one, was dated “Summer 1989” 
and offered a cover story on the 
privatization of Saskatchewan’s 
potash mines. It also reported the 
currently familiar array of waste- 
ful spend- 

ing includ- 
ing a $13,500 
Canada Coun- 
cil grant for a 
study titled: 
“Yard Art: The 
Social Value 
of Lawn Orna- 
ments”. Cur- 
rent publica- 
tions director 
Dean Smith came to work for the CTF in 1991 
and moved the publication to a newspaper- 
style broad sheet. 

Also, the CTF would issue news releases, of- 
fer media comment and make speakers avail- 
able at events. In the early years, economists 
Morley Evans, Dr. Chris Gerrard and Rob- 
in Richardson provided research, articles and 
submissions to government. Craig Dockstead- 
er worked in three provinces in various capac- 
ities, Todd Diakow worked in two. However, 
the most significant hiring during this period 
was that of Jason Kenney in 1991, who would 
head up operations in Alberta. 

More resources and staff led to a number of 
campaigns largely centered in Saskatchewan 
and Alberta. The most visible were a series of 
“Axe The Tax” rallies in opposition to the GST. 
The CTF and its precursor organizations held 
rallies in Edmonton, Weyburn, Lloydminster, 
Assiniboia, Kindersley and Edson. In every 
instance halls were packed, and high profile 
speakers such as Roy Romanow and Preston 
Manning (yes, on the same podium!) were in 
attendance. 


Of course rallies were largely an exercise 
in futility because the decision to impose the 
GST had already been cast. It made the rele- 
vance of a taxpayers organization that would 
be pro-active rather than reactive that much 


ui aA PF 


The Canadian 
Taxpayers Con- 
ference in 1993 
attracted 400 
delegates and 
featured speak- 

ers from around 
the world includ- 
ing former Labour 
Finance Minister Sir 
Roger Douglas of 
New Zealand (left) 
and Proposition 13 
leader Joel Fox of 
California. 
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@@The CTF 

... has an 
impressive 
reputation as a 
genuine burr in 
the backsides 

of the old-line 
political parties 
of all ideological 
persuasions. 99 


Globe and Mail 
May 1993 


@@The CTF 
aims to become 
an effective 
‘common’ 

(as opposed 

to special) 
interest group, 
expressing the 
frustrations not 
of an angry 
minority, but 

of a furious 
majority.99 
Maclean’s Magazine 
August 1993 


more important. Such 
would be the case five 
years later in 1995. 

Meanwhile, pe- 
tition-driven cam- 
paigns built our 
presence in provin- 
cial capitals. In Sas- 
katchewan, we fought 
against severance 
packages for MLAs 
and saw them ended 
in February 1991. We 
fought against what we 
dubbed the Clean Of- 
fice Policy which al- 
lowed defeated or re- 
tiring MLAs to keep all 
their taxpayer-provided 
office furnishings and 
equipment. That prac- 
tice ended December 
1992. We opposed the 
Saskatchewan Economic Development Corpo- 
ration which lost millions in handouts to busi- 
nesses and it was closed in the fall of 1993. 
Finally, we petitioned for a referendum ona 
balanced budget law which was put forward to 
voters concurrent with the 1991 Saskatchewan 
election and supported by 80% of the voters. 

In Alberta, a very high profile ‘war’ was 
waged against the most generous pension plan 
in the country -— that of course being reserved 
for Members of the Legislature. In what was 
perhaps the defining moment in the organiza- 
tion’s early years, CTF Alberta director Jas- 
on Kenney squared off—toe-to-toe—in a heat- 
ed exchange on the subject with Premier Ralph 
Klein in the hallway of the provincial legisla- 
ture for all the press gallery to witness. Not 
only did it confirm our non-partisanship, it es- 
tablished the CTF as having an aggressive, in- 
your-face tone of advocacy which remains to- 
day. Oh yes, the MLA pension plan in Alberta 
was abolished April 30, 1993. 

In both Saskatchewan and Alberta, suc- 
cessful petition drives also led to the imple- 
mentation of Freedom of Information laws, so 


TAXPAYER 


Supplement 


After millions of 
tax dollars went 
down the drain in 
failed government 
business ventures, 
a CTF campaign 
successfully shut 
down the Sas- 
katchewan Eco- 
nomic Develop- 
ment Corporation 


in 1993. 
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Below: Former CTF 
board director Bob 
Matheson with over 
30,000 petitions 
demanding an end 
to the obscenely 
lucrative Alberta 
MLA pension plan. 


that the closed doors of government would be 
opened for taxpayers to look in. 

And while supporter numbers and victories 
mounted, expansion was in the works. An of- 
fice was opened in Victoria in the fall of 1992 
and Peter Holle opened a Winnipeg office in 
1993. Also in 1993, Paul Pagnuelo began a 
four-year tenure as a volunteer director and 
spokesman in Ontario. 

Old photos remind us of how modest our 
beginnings really were. The first CTF office 
was donated by Norm Baker at 1315 Scarth 
Street in Regina. And like the office in Victo- 
ria, shag carpet and panelling brought a whole 
new meaning to the term ‘grassroots’! 

The final event in these early years was the 
Canadian Taxpayers Conference. Yours truly 
was hired to work out of our Edmonton office 
in 1992 to organize a national taxpayers con- 
ference with the theme It’s Your Responsibil- 
ity. In other words, only citizens themselves 
could take control of the fiscal and democratic 
future of their country. 

The event was held in Calgary in January 
1993 and was attended by over 400 people. 
International speakers included California 
Proposition 13 leader Joel Fox and former La- 
bour Finance Minister from New Zealand, Sir 
Roger Douglas. 

Kevin Avram left the organization in the fall 
of 1993 and a new chapter for the organiza- 
tion was opened. 


@@The Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation [is] 
extremely helpful 
in telling us the 
true score on 


taxes. 99 


Rick Howe, 
talkshow host 
CJCJ Halifax 


In Alberta, the 
CTF waged a 
high profile ‘war’ 
against the most 
generous pen- 
sion plan in the 
country reserved 
for the province’s 
MLAs. 

Frustrated by 
the increasing 
political heat, 
Premier Ralph 
Klein publicly 
accused the CTF 
of robbing sen- 
iors. The next 
day, the CTF was 
flooded with 
calls by people 
wanting to be 
robbed. 

The premier 
not only retract- 
ed his state- 
ment, but ended 
the plan on April 
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1994 to 1996. 


“Taxpayers are now ina better position to organize 


opposition to tax increases.” 
-Jason Kenney, November 1994 


y 1994 deficits had become pub- 
B lic issue number one. A year earli- 

er, the CTF had commissioned the 
construction of a massive debt clock—12 
feet long, 8-and-a-half feet high with changea- 
ble faceplates for the federal and each provin- 
cial government. The clock displayed the per- 
second increase in debt along with increasing 
debt for the average family of four. The clock 


was toured around the country relent- 
lessly and made headlines 


everywhere it went. 
While there were still 

some in government 
who thought the debt 
f was no big deal, for the 

| most part, the debate in- 

creasingly turned to not 
whether budgets should 
be balanced, but rather 
how budgets should be bal- 


4 at 
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@@As a February 
1995 CBC radio 
profile put it: ‘the 
Federation has 
stormed onto the 
national scene 
establishing itself as 
perhaps the most 
potent pressure 
group of the new 
politics.’9® 


From coast to coast, 
the CTF’s debt clock 
drew attention—in- 
cluding by then 
Finance Minister 
Paul Martin—to the 
country’s growing 
debt crisis. 


DEBT PER FAMILY 
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te increases possible in ‘next 


STEWART S BELL 


it with tax hikes in the 
he 


“federal budget, minister says , 


es,” Abbott er 
can be no tax increas 
_enis an dabt.” said TTOY Lanigan of sid ete his office in Cranbgaslrstid Tigh against any t 


READ OUR LIPS: 


S taxpayers ie ‘targets Aor ees reductian in 
d for Kelow- ‘ “Consis : 


impgrtan 


When the federal 
government publicly 
mused about tax in- 


creases in the 1995 
federal budget, the anced. And herein lies the begin- 


CTF launched ana- Ming of the campaign that would el- 
evate the CTF to national promi- 
nence. 

In the fall of 1994 the House of 
: - Commons Finance Committee and 
zation to national several politicians were floating tri- 

prominence. —al balloons about several new or in- 
creased taxes that would be aimed 
at eliminating the deficit, including 
— wait for it—a ‘temporary’ deficit , 
reduction surtax. (Excuse me while a ll me 
I choke). Never mind that revenues — 
had gone from $61-billion in 1983 
to $121-billion in 1993—and the def- 
icit actually got worse! 
It was at this point that the CTF undertook 
its most ambitious campaign ever: a national 
effort opposing ANY tax increases in the 1995 
federal budget. Some of that planning was 
66! don't nerve-racking. We booked large halls for ral- 
lies across the country and worried that no 
one would fill the seats. 

But fill the seats they did. 

The first rally February 1, 1995 in Kelowna, 
BC attracted 800 people and a woman at a mi- 
crophone in tears over the tax burden made 
the national evening news. From there the 
campaign took on a life of its own. By the time 


B Fo Lanigan Is betting that fed, 
wevesasn th ” flock to protests meeting 

na, Kamloops and 

Whe Canadian Taxpayers Association has a of next manth. 

or Finance Minister Paul Martin. “No more ta 

think about raising taxes. ess 


tion-wide counter 
attack that would 
elevate the organi- 


remember 
electing [the 
CTF]. But any 
time [they] 
suggest cutting 
a government 
program or 


lowering a tax, the rallies reached Ontario, crowds were top- 
the government ping 3,000. 
caves in. 99 Liberal backbench MP Dennis Mills said 
Audrey Cormac that “Canadians would roll over for a tax in- 
Alberta Fed. of Labour crease.” He was wrong! 
September 1995. In all, some 20,000 Canadians from coast 


to coast had participated in 19 TaxAlert Ral- 
lies and a quarter-million signature petition 
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@@The dearth 
of new taxes 
may be the 
result of an 
unprecedented 
grassroots 
protest that 
began in the 
West and 
steamrolled 
East. Some 
17,000 ordinary 
people turned 
up in February 
at anti-tax rallies 
from Victoria 

to Halifax, they 
swore and shed 
tears in gyms 
and town halls. 
They organized 
not in reaction 
but in pre- 
action. And by 
the time they’d 
drawn their lines 
in the snowy 
landscape of a 
Canadian winter, 
Parliament Hill 
was encircled, 
feeling the full 
force of people 
power. 99 


Vancouver Sun 
February 1995 


was delivered to Paul Martin before he deliv- 
ered his budget on February 27, 1995. 

When it was all said and done a CBC report- 
er looked in the camera and said “the Canadi- 
an Taxpayers Federation has succeeded in pre- 
venting major tax increases in this year’s budg- 
et.” To be sure, there was the usual array of 
nickel and dime increases, but nothing like 
what was being proposed. And nothing like 
what would have happened had we done noth- 


@6This taxpayer 
group is 
mobilizing fast 
and represents 
Canadians in 
every nook and 
cranny of the 
country.99 


in Toronto Sun 
& : ; February 1994 
The campaign earned the CTF headlines 


across the country and even internationally. 
Suddenly, what the CTF did and said beyond 
the borders of Alberta and Saskatchewan mat- 


tered. As a February 1995 CBC ra- «er 
dio profile put it: “the Feder- ‘ve 
ation has stormed 4S , ==s 
onto the nation- 


al scene estab- 
lishing itself as 
perhaps the most 
potent pressure 
group of the new 
politics.” 

A logical solution 
to the deficit crisis 
was balanced budget 


Photo: Courtesy Toronto Sun 
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@@The CTF is 

an amazing 
phenomenon, 
whose recent 
success in 
promoting tax 
and expenditure 
limits represents 
the ultimate 
paradigm shift 
in politics — from 
the top-down, 
trust me old 
politics to the 
politicians do-as- 
you’re-told new 
politics. 99 


Financial Post 


June 1995 


@@The Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation, 
substantive 
creators of the 
anti-deficit 


tide. 9® 


Western Report 


March 1997 


laws. Federally, and in each of the provinces 
the CTF went to work drafting model legisla- 
tion that would broadly do three things: 1) re- 
quire the budget be balanced by law, 2) impose 
financial penalties on politicians for non-com- 
pliance, and 3) require voter approval for new 
or increased taxes. 

While variations of balanced budget/taxpayer 
protection legislation were enacted in British 
Columbia (later abolished by the NDP), Al- 
berta and Saskatchewan, the first real victory 
came in Manitoba. That province’s law—not 
perfect—met all three conditions listed above 
and included a mandatory debt retire- 
ment schedule. 

Then-Premier Gary Filmon, intro- 
duced the law prior to the 1995 pro- 
vincial election in that province and 
campaigned on it. The CTF ran ag- 
gressive TV and billboard ads—Stop 
Fiscal Child Abuse—during the cam- 
paign that supported its implementa- 
tion regardless of which party formed 
government. Manitoba’s Taxpayer Pro- 
tection Act remains in place today. 

We challenged all provinces with the 
Manitoba template, especially during 
election campaigns. During the Ontario 
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Former CTF-Ontario 
volunteer director, 
Paul Pagnuelo (left) 
receives the organi- 
zation’s TaxFighter 
Award from Jason 
Kenney for his tire- 
less dedication and 
advancement of 
taxpayer rights. 


provincial election in 1995 for example, Mike 
Harris signed the CTF’s Taxpayer Protection 
Pledge that committed a government elected 
under his leadership to enact comprehensive 
taxpayer protection legislation. After being 
elected, we needed to remind him more than 
once of his pledge. 

The CTF had an incredibly talented team of 
spokespeople and researchers in place. Paul 
Pagnuelo in Ontario, Peter Holle in Manitoba, 
Moira Wright in Saskatchewan, James Forrest 
and Mitch Gray in Alberta, Robert Pauliszyn 
and myself in British Columbia. Jason Ken- 
ney then working out of Edmonton held the 
position of president. 

One thing this group had was a knack for 
coming up with clever stunts—especially on 
MP pensions. One time the CTF delivered 
oversized mock pension cheques to select- 
ed federal cabinet ministers across the coun- 
try. But that was nothing compared to the in- 
famous ‘pink pig brigade’. 

After years of public outrage over the gener- 
osity of MP pensions the federal government 
introduced Bill C-85 in 1995. It would modify 
the plan slightly, but still offer a benefit accrual 
rate twice the legal limit under the Income Tax 
Act of Canada. 

When Bill C-85 was in the committee stage, 
only hand-picked experts were allowed in to 
testify. Outraged, the CTF wanted to draw 
attention 
to ‘bean 
counters but 
no hell rais- 
ers allowed’. 

So then- 
Ontario di- 
rector Paul 
Pagnuelo 
contacted 
the Ontario 
Hog Produc- 
ers Associa- 
tion with the 
intention of 
getting some 
hogs load- 


@6A storm 

of revolt is 
blowing from 
the West and it’s 
possible there 
will be showers 
of discomfort 
for Atlantic 
Canada’s 
politicians. 9® 
Moncton Telegraph 


Journal 
August 1994 
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ed onto 

the back of a flatbed 
pick-up and driving them 
down Wellington Street 
with a bullhorn to draw 
attention to taxpayers 
being shut out of these 
hearings. 

Such an unusual re- 
quest resulted in an 


emergency board meeting of the Hog Produc- CP/Tom Hanson 
ers Association who called back the next day 
@@Whatever the to say “No, we're sorry ... but we're tired of 
bravado among having our product and livelihood constantly 
politicians now, associated with politicians.” 
the whole issue So we found these pink plastic pigs at Cana- 
of MLA pensions dian Tire with wonderful salacious smiles on 
would likely their faces. We cleaned out almost every store 
never have come in Ontario by purchasing 242 of them—repre- 
to the fore had it senting the number of MPs who had refused 
not been for the to opt-out of the MP pension plan—and placed 
work of the CTF them on the front lawn of the federal parlia- 


Since 1993 the ment. The picture made the front page of al- 
most every major daily in the country. And, 
we got into the hearings to boot! 
But while federal politicians proved an in- 
p . transigent bunch, provincial politi- 
and circulatin 
petitions re cians were responding. In Ontario, CANADIAN 


reform.9@  Manltobaand British Columbia." A IDAYersS 
compensation review panels were 


organization has 
been calculating 
pension figures 


BC Report established that accepted CTF rece F E D ER ATION 
magazine pee ommendations almost verbatim. 


Governed by the principles of trans- 

parency, fairness and accountability, fully tax- 
able salaries and self funding pension plans 
were put in place. 
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@@The premier 
announced 

that anti-loan 
legislation would 
be introduced as 
early as 1996. 
Most significant, 
however, Mr. 
Klein assured 
reporters the 
legislation would 
be framed by the 
[CTF] virtually 
assuring it will 
have few, if any 
loopholes. 99 


Alberta Report 
September 1995 


Another significant victory involved a cam- 
paign in the province of Alberta to end govern- 
ment grants and loans to private businesses. 

The CTF had been documenting literally bil- 
lions of dollars the Alberta government had 
poured into business ventures all in a failed 
Soviet-style attempt to ‘diversify the economy. 

With the 1996 passage of the Business Fi- 
nancial Assistance Limitation Act Alberta be- 
came the first province in Canada to prohib- 
it new loans and guarantees from being is- 
sued without the passage of specific legislation 
— ensuring full public debate before tax dol- 
lars can be sunk into anything. The legislation 
would serve as a template for future CTF ‘cor- 
porate welfare’ battles. 

Structurally, the CTF consolidated the con- 
fusing patchwork of provincial associations 
into one national federation with one board 
of directors with representation from across 
the country. The current CTF logo was also 
adopted during this period. 

In 1996, before he left the organization, Jas- 
on Kenney attended the World Taxpayers Con- 
ference in Budapest, Hungary to receive an 
award for our work in advancing taxpayer pro- 
tection legislation. The CTF joined Taxpayers 
Associations International in 1992 and assist- 
ed the Hungarians in developing a taxpayer or- 
ganization in their country. So in addition to 
receiving the award, we were delighted to see a 
vibrant taxpayer organization emerge in Hun- 


gary. 


@6The 
Federation has 
become one of 
the province’s 

— if not the 
country’s — most 
effective interest 
groups. 99 


BC Business Magazine 
July 1996 


In 1996, Taxpayers 
Associations Inter- 
national honoured 
the CTF for its work 
in advancing tax- 
payer protection 
legislation. 
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1997 to 2003. 


“In the post-deficit era, it’s more important than ever that 
governments prioritize their spending...the CTF will be 
there to frame the debate and drive the agenda.” 


With the opening 

of an Ottawa office 
and hiring of Walter 
Robinson, the CTF 
entered a new era 
of influence on the 
federal scene. 


-Walter Robinson, June 2002 
marked the first bal- 
anced federal budg- 


l 9 9 et in nearly three dec- 
ades. Several provinces had also balanced 
their budgets and more were coming on 
stream with legislation outlawing future defi- 
cits. 

And while debt repayment remained an is- 
sue, the fiscal policy debate increasingly fo- 
cused in on what to do with so-called budget- 
ary surpluses: cut taxes or increase spending. 

The CTF was well positioned and well or- 
ganized to enter the fray. We established what 
would become an award-winning web site 
at www.taxpayer.com and changed our flag- 
ship publication The Taxpayer from a broad- 
sheet format to a more reader and distribu- 
tion-friendly magazine as it remains today. 

We started send- 
ing monthly is- 
sues and action 
updates to our 
supporters via 


fax and e-mail 
called TaxAc- 


tion and adopt- 


ed a fresh, ac- 
tivist slogan: | 


“fighting for | 


taxpayers”. | 
And fight 
we did. 


But this 
time from 


@@The Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation 
stands alone in 
fighting, without 
compromise, 

the excessively 
high taxes in this 
country.99 


Diane Francis 

author and 

National Post columnist 
April 2000 
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Money 
down 
the 
drain 


Taxpayers group 
blasts federal 
‘corporate welfare’ 


BY DANIEL LEBLANC 


Industry Canada is pouring hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars into “cor- 
porate welfare” loans even 

ry shows i 


In 1997 -- after hearing 
our supporters loud and clear -- the 

CTF opened an Ottawa office. Much of 

the period spanning 1997-2003 is de- 

fined by the work and leadership of our 
first federal director Walter Robinson 
who established the CTF’s presence in 
our nation’s capital. 

Our message on the emerging budget 
debate was simple: return so-called sur- 
pluses to taxpayers. Not one penny of 
new spending could be justified so long 

as the federal government continued to 
spend billions on unnecessary programs. 
Chief among them: corporate welfare. 

Walter, soon after joined by research di- 
rector Bruce Winchester, quickly estab- 
lished credibility with a two volume cor- 
porate welfare study detailing some $11- 
billion in loans and grants to some of 

Canada’s 
largest, most profitable corporations. 
Four more reports would follow. 
Being in the nation’s capital paid 
quick dividends. The corporate wel- 
fare reports, for example, were initi- 
ated in part from anonymous infor- 
mation obtained via a ‘brown enve- 
lope’. It appears even bureaucrats 
were sickened by Ottawa’s spending 
appetite. Moreover, being in Otta- 
wa gave us ready media access and 
the ability to respond and organize 
quickly. 

In 2000, for example, when the 
federal government announced a 
$20-million bailout package for 
the NHL—subsidizing 21-year old 

millionaires on skates—the CTF 
organized the “Great Canadian 
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@@The CTF has 
a great site ... 
for starters, look 
at the CTF’s 
great URL: 
www.taxpayer.com. 
Clearly 
somebody was 
thinking when 
that domain 

was snapped 

up. The site 
itself is strong on 
information and 
light on gizmos, 
making the surf 
experience quick 
and effective. 

In other words, 
a visitor gets a 
big bang for his 
time. 99 


Hill Times 
February 1998 


DW 


@6Tax rage ... 
from a fringe 
issue nurtured 
by bodies such 
as the Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation ... 

it has become 
both more 
mainstream and 
passionate. 99 


National Post 
April 1999 
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+ «puck Off!" 
; Taxpayers federation 


d 
wants you to sen 
message to Ottawa 


page 8 


aes rePRT.D wo 
Joan Ghration to protest the tpailout of Canadian NHL leams. 


Puck-off” urging Ca- 

nadians to send the prime minister a 
hockey puck stating that taxpayers don’t wish 
to play the subsidy game. On the very next 
day, the federal minister responsible—tail be- 
tween legs—held a press conference to with- 
draw the package. 

The latter part of the 90’s were a peri- 
od where long-held CTF positions became 
very much a part of the mainstream. Propos- 
als for balanced budget laws for example no 
longer caused laughter and derision. And de- 
bates on tax cuts were less about whether we 
should have them and more about what kind 
of tax cuts we should have. Not only were poli- 
ticians—especially provincially—campaigning 
on tax relief, but they were winning. 

To be sure, governments were increasingly 
deceptive. While giving income tax relief with 
one hand, payroll tax hikes, bracket creep and 
various fees were taken with the other. 

In the fall of 1998 the CTF launched the 
first of two national CUT TAXES NOW! cam- 
paigns aimed at eliminating two federal sur- 
taxes, ending bracket creep and implement- 
ing an across-the-board ten percent reduction 
in income taxes. Elements of the campaign in- 
cluded a petition drive, billboard advertising 
and a commissioned report on the impact of 
bracket creep. 

In 1999 we were even more creative, wheel- 
ing in 9,413 loonies at the press conference 
launch to visually demonstrate the impact 


bracket 
creep has 
had on the 
average wage 
earner over the 
past decade. We also 
announced an on-line tax 
cut petition dubbed the ‘Bil- 
lion-Byte March.’ 
In the end, our efforts were 
rewarded when Paul Martin rose 
in the House of Commons on Feb- 
ruary 28, 2000 to announce that 
bracket creep was dead. No, 
taxpayers did not get everything 
they deserved in that budget 
and no, the CTF was not alone 
in calling for an end to brack- 

et creep. But as even Paul Mar- 

tin himself stated, no organi- 
zation played a larger role than 
the CTF in ending this insidious 
back door tax. 

The CTF was organized as it had 
never been before. We finally had a full 
time CEO in Ken Azzopardi to oversee op- 
erations. It allowed every- 
one in the organization to 
focus on their areas of ex- 
pertise. In addition to Wal- 
ter and Bruce in Ottawa, 
Mitch Gray worked in Al- 
berta, Mark Milke in Brit- 
ish Columbia (who trans- 
ferred from Alberta), Rich- 
ard Truscott in Saskatch- 
ewan and Victor Vrsnik in 
Manitoba. Dean Smith re- 
mained our in-house web- 
master, desk-top pub- 
lisher and 
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@@The CTF has 
been at the 
forefront...of 
activist 
Canadians.... 
Nowhere is this 
more evident 
than in the 
leading role 

the Federation 
played in 
educating 
Canadians about 
bracket creep 
and building 
support for re- 
indexation of the 
tax system. The 
Federation is to 
be commended 
for what it has 
been able to 
accomplish over 
its relatively brief 
existence. 99 


Paul Martin, 
Minister of Finance 
April 2000 
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of The Taxpayer. Mitch Gray was replaced by 


John Carpay in 2001. 

Ken Azzopardi had a couple visions for the @@Those who 
CTF: one was to expand into Ontario and the fight for freedom 
other was to brand ourselves by creating an- in this country 
nual events that would be recognized across have a great ally 
the country. in the CTF.9® 

Inaugurated in 1999, the “Teddies” are a 
mock Oscar ceremony that honour the best of eae sree 
the worst in high taxes and government waste. CJOB Winnipeg 


Held each year at a black tie news confer- April 2000 
ence in Ottawa, a golden pig is awarded fed- 

erally, provincially and for “lifetime achieve- 

ment” to any bu- 
reaucrat, politician, ea \ 
government or gov- 

ernment agency & 

that demonstrates 

a unique ability to 


waste or increase wif 
our taxes. A mu- v 
nicipal award was \ 


added in 2005. 
Each year the event 
is widely anticipat- 
ed and reported 
on by media from 
; coast to coast. 
Federation led Another anntic 
the fight to al event also got its 
end [bracket] start in 1999. Held each May, Gas 
creep. 99 Tax Honesty Campaign blows the 
Rdmonton Jouttial whistle on government tax gouging at 
February 2000 the pumps. Unbeknownst to most con- pel aan 
sumers, half the pump price of gasoline heat 
is tax! Worse, less than 5% of the $5-bil- 
lion collected by the federal government 
each year in gasoline taxes is put back into 
our roadways. The CTF’s campaign fights for 
lower and dedicated fuel taxes including an 
end to the insidious practice of applying GST 
to fuel taxes! 
Related to these annual events is the CTF’s 
TaxFighter Award which honours a Canadian 
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CTF challenges 
Kyoto: 


The following 
radio ad ran in 
markets through- 
out Ontario in the 
fall of 2002: 

Sound: Screech- 
ing tires... Crash! 

Voice over: 
Wait.... Let's 
back up. 

Sound: 

High speed re- 
winding... 

Voice over: 
Canada’s adher- 
ence to the Kyoto 
Protocol would 
reduce worldwide 
output of CO2 
emissions by two- 
tenths-of-one-per- 
cent. Unfortunately, 
the impact on 
Canada’s economy 
won't be so small. 

A recent study 
says the average 
Canadian house- 
hold would pay 
$225 per month in 
higher taxes and 
energy prices. 

Aren't energy 
prices in Ontario 
high enough al- 
ready? 

Call your MP at 
613-992-4793 and 
tell them to put the 
brakes on Kyoto. 

We are the Ca- 
nadian Taxpayers 
Federation — 
www.taxpayer.com. 


Ml 
eas 


who has demonstrated outstanding 
commitment to the cause of taxpayer 
emancipation. The award has been 

received by founding CTF board di- 
rector Bob Matheson, CTF volunteer 
extraordinaire Paul Pagnuelo, Calgary- 
based radio talk show host Dave Ruther- 
ford and former Ontario premier Mike 
Harris for his passage of taxpayer pro- 
tection legislation. 

As for expansion into On- 
tario, our CEO’s vision came 
to fruition with the 2002 
hiring of former Nation- 
al Post editorial writer 
John Williamson. John went straight to work 
coordinating a radio ad campaign in oppo- 
sition to the costly and unnecessary Kyo- 
to Protocol, organizing a success- 
ful campaign that killed a proposed 
25% pay raise for Ontario’s provin- 
cial politicians and releasing a re- 
port card on Ontario’s municipali- 
ties that compared civic spending. 

During the 2003 Ontario election 
campaign John managed to get the 
signatures of both then-Ontario pre- 
mier Ernie Eves and Liberal leader 
Dalton McGuinty — amid unprecedent- 
ed media fanfare —- on the CTF’s Tax- 
payer Protection Promise that committed each 
leader to uphold the province’s (CTF-inspired) 
Taxpayer Protection Act that outlawed deficits 
and required voter approval for tax hikes. 


As one TV com- 
MBS UB 


mentator put it elec- 
tion night “the real 


winner in this elec- 
tion is the Canadian 
Taxpayers Federa- 
tion. The group 
managed to get 
both parties to 
adopt their agenda.” 


The CTF was finally on the 
map in Ontario and one step closer to 

having a presence in every corner of the coun- 
try. 
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@@The CTF was 
finally on the map 
in Ontario and one 
step closer to hav- 
ing a presence in 
every corner of the 
country. 99 


t the CTF’s annual planning meeting in 
000 the communications staff 


identified three policy issues that ‘iaciavers 


were both central to our long term 
relevance at the turn of the century 
and to date, had not been adequate- 
ly addressed from a taxpayers’ pro- 
spective. They were: health care re- 
form, shifting demographics and ab- 


a4 

original policy. THE PATIENT : 
In September 2001 Walter Robin- THE Saapeliate 

son authored and delivered The Pa- THE Se 


cc 
ACTF Resear on Gore 


tient, The Condition, The Treatment, 

a comprehensive policy paper that ar- - 

gued it was time to end Canada’s ail- (ier — 

ing government-run heath care monop- 

oly and allow for private sector compe- | ma 

tition and models of pre-funding. When | | FP wtp 
i 


September 2007 


Roy Romanow was appointed to head a 
Royal Commission on health care, Wal- 
ter spoke on the first day testimony in | i f 
Regina where Romanow commented 
he was moved by the “weight and pas- 
sion” of our presentation. Obviously 
he wasn’t moved enough! 

Health care remains the largest 
spending enve- 
lope for govern- 
ments in the coun- 
try with no end in 
site. Dumping more tax dol- 
lars into the same system is 
a failed policy that the CTF 
continues to combat in the 
provinces and federally. 

As for shifting demo- 
graphics, pay-as-you-go 
heath care and social secu- 
rity programs (like OAS and 
GIS) are not sustainable as 
fewer and fewer taxpayers 
support an aging popula- 
tion. The CTF’s health care 
paper proposed models of 
pre-funding as did a CTF- 
commissioned paper on 
Canada Pension Plan reform 
released in 2004. 


Trinted Tay Rai A 
tes & | 
Taxpayer's Guide tp tien for Reform | 
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Finally, aboriginal policy. For years, largely 
under the initiative and leadership of Richard 
Truscott, the CTF blazed a politically incorrect 
trail: speaking out against waste and corrup- 
tion on Indian reserves, costly court decisions 
and the potential implications of treaty settle- 
ments. 

In 1999 the CTF successfully gained in- 
tervener status in a seminal court battle that 
would determine the equality of Canadian tax- 
payers. At issue was Treaty 8 Indian Gordon 
Benoit who claimed an 


Alberta direc- 

tor John Carpay 
(Bottom) served 
as co-counsel in 
the CTF’s success- 
ful intervention in WH 


25 9 
the Treaty 8 court | ‘Tax apartheid, averted 


case. Right: CAPC ) snc fact that Canadian Aboriginals who 
d i rector Ta n is Fiss live and work on reserves enjoy a virtu- 


3 , erate 
dally tax-free existence 1S controversia eee a gies at 
EE anna ei - hee sen ee largesse.” It is exactly that sort 
da of largesse that Judge Campbell exhibit- 
d in the Treaty-8 case. 
F anpeal Court Judge Mare Nadoy 
ruled that Judge Campbell was not rig 
orous enough in scrutinizing the ora 
history recited by witnesses. As he 
notes, “it does not appear (Judgd 
Campbell] made any attempt whatso7 
ever to assess [the evidence 
Bho cecond comune 


sore 


dence. But as Supreme Court Justice 
Ian Binnie noted in 1999, “generous 
rules of interpretation should not be 


oral promise made to 
his ancestors in 1899 
exempted him and 
all Treaty 8 Indians 
from having to pay 
any tax, for all time, 
anywhere in Canada. 
The implications of a 
decision in Benoit’s 
favour were obvious: 
other Indian groups 
immediately starting 
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Agr 


Westbank Self-Government 
eem 


Presentation to 


o the Sen: 


te 


lining up for their own all-inclusive tax exemp- 
tion. 

Your CTF intervened in this case to argue 
what politicians would not: that a race-based 
tax exemption would violate equality provi- 
sions of the Charter, numerous internation- 
al treaties, conventions against rac- 
ism and basic principles of fairness. 
If someone does not pay tax it should 
because they are poor, not because of 
their racial ancestry. 

Nonetheless, a trial judge conclud- 
ed in March 2002 that while there 
was no promise of a tax exemption, 
the crown must oblige because the 
Indians “believed” there was one! 
Thankfully, the Federal Court of Ap- 
peal overturned that decision in June 
2003. 

Not by design, but the CTF had 
become one of the country’s lead- 
ing critics on aboriginal policy. So in 
March 2002 the CTF announced cre- 
ation of its Centre for Aboriginal Pol- 
icy Change. A CTF and—for that matter—Ca- 
nadian first, the Centre would be a full time 
presence to monitor, research and offer alter- 
natives to current aboriginal policy and court 
decisions. It is governed by principles of sup- 
port for individual property rights, equality, 
self sufficiency and democratic and financial 
accountability. 

To date, its director Tanis Fiss has authored 
and released three position papers. She has 
appeared before both the Senate and Com- 
mons Aboriginal Affairs Committee, met with 
Assembly of First Nations’ Chief Phil Fontaine, 
is regularly published in the National Post and 
major dailies and frequently speaks at confer- 
ences and events across the country. Part Na- 
tive herself, Tanis has handled a difficult issue 
with unparalleled dignity and professionalism. 

While great strides were made to increase 
our national presence we never forgot our pro- 
vincial roots. The CTF has always been struc- 
tured with spokespeople in the provincial cap- 
itals. It is easier to achieve victories there 
and then push the envelope in other provinc- 


@@We have 
Mark Milke of 
the Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation . 

| hope Mark 
doesn’t get 
nervous that 

I’m quoting 
him, although | 
have lately been 
starting off my 
quotes by saying 
that | respect 
Mr. Milke’s 
work, and | 
continue to do 
that. I’m actually 
becoming 
increasingly 
convinced that 
he is non- 
partisan. Mark 
Milke said this: 
‘To paraphrase 
Mark Twain, 

the death of a 
government in 
British Columbia 
has been greatly 
exaggerated. 
Moreover, the 
new era of tax 
cuts in B.C. was 
dramatically 
short-lived.’99 


Joy MacPhail, 
BC NDP Leader 
of the Opposition 
February 2002 
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es and federally. Generally, whenever leader- 
ship is demonstrated in the provinces, Ottawa 
is bound to catch up in a few years. Case in 
point: tax reform. 

In 1998 the CTF submitted a report to the 
Alberta Income Tax Review Committee call- 
ing for simpler, lower and flatter income taxes. 
The four pillars of reform called for an end to 
bracket creep, a more generous basic personal 
exemption, a low single rate of income tax and 
an end to tax discrimination based on mar- 
riage. Each would find their way into law. 

While success was less marked in oth- 
er parts of the country, tax reviews were un- 
folding and taxpayer-friendly gains were being 
made. 

It’s also at this time the CTF won a huge 
victory in Canada’s most populous province. 
You'll recall the CTF’s Taxpayer Protection 
Pledge that Mike Harris signed in that prov- 
ince’s 1995 provincial election. Well, we nev- 
er let him forget it. We hounded him time and 
time again un- 
til finally in No- 
vember, 1999, 
Bill 7, a Taxpay- 
er Protection Act 
was introduced 
at Queen’s Park. 
The new law 
ae would require 
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ration that wi “i O immediat- , - 
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Sey CANADIAN ers er 
Uy — tion, Mike Harris 


had to be remind- 


RPROTECTION. ed of his commit- 


ment more than 
once after becoming 
premier of Ontario 


Taxpayer advocates billed more than $11,000 for asking for information from the province 


BY MARK WELLS 
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2) Freedom of i ata inet if a deficit was incurred and en- 
LILO A F 
; a of Privacy able voters to pass judgment in a ref- 
Ipotec i 
Pro aot 


erendum before any new or increased 
taxes could be imposed. With CTF 
prodding a weaker, but similar law 
in principle, was passed two years 
later in British Columbia. The BC 
law would add a financial penal- 

ty for ministers who overshot their 

spending estimates. 

Married to taxpayer protection 
laws is the idea of democratic re- 
form. We formed coalitions in 

BC and Manitoba aimed at stop- 

ping any weakening of Freedom 

of Information laws in those 

provinces. We also aggressively opposed 
“gag laws” that prevented citizens and citizen 
groups from advertising during election cam- 
paigns—BC’s law was over- 
turned in 2001. 

In Alberta, we twice or- 
ganized campaigns in sup- 
port of private members bills 
that would introduce citizen- 
initiated referendums in the 
province. In British Colum- 
bia we successfully defended 
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an 
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@@The Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation, a 
thorn in the paw 
of government 
everywhere in 
this country, 
really sticks it 

to the Doer 
administration 
today. They are 
urging Gary 
Doer to repeal 
Section 25 of 
the Election 
Finance Act...the 
idea that the 
government can 
essentially shut 
organizations 
out of a political 
dialogue during 
a campaign is 
outrageous...the 
CTF are right 
and Doer is flat 
out wrong. 99 
Charles Adler 


Adler on Line 
April 2003 


Tax watchdog 
slams gag law 


# Wants 3rd-party election spending limits nixed 


party spending has not yet been proclaimed. 

Justice Minister Gord Mackintosh was not 
available yesterday for comment, but a 
spokesman said the province is awaiting a 
decision on similar federa 
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the constitutionality 
of Canada’s only re- 
call law and began 
work pressing for 
a change in how we 
elect our politicians. 
The provinces 
also began to ad- 
aD J dress the growing 
7 property tax burden. 
In 2000, the CTF’s 
Saskatchewan divi- 
sion released a com- 
prehensive report 


; showing the proper- 
“Meadow Lake Pulp a ig) ‘brs had increased 


by 52% between 


business disaster: CTE 37 bane 
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i in. . 
“Sts all about politics. I report in 2001 showed that ru- 
co ABC si 
seat ;- Its all about ® ral property taxes were rising near- 
This is a what's unfortunate al 


that polities hasme =» Ly twice as fast as urban property taxes 
catastrophic Smonissofuiy §— after 1992 
loss of In . 

~ taxpayer saskatchews Three years, and nearly thirty thousand 


dollars.  tuatess’ ~~ Signed petitions later, the Saskatchewan 


99 tne ne government announced a commission on K- 
i. we 12 education funding which adopted a 
Saskatchewan the CTF recommendation to move a great- 
ao er share of education taxes from the 
property tax base to the provincial 
tax base. The province announced 
an eight per cent reduction in school 
taxes for 2005 and 2006, hopefully 
saving taxpayers $110 million. Not 
nearly enough, but a recognition of 
the problem. 
The Manitoba Capital Region 
Property Tax and Utility Charg- 
es Survey has been released every 
year by the CTF since 2001 com- 
paring the property tax and util- 
ity rates between 13 municipali- 
ties in Manitoba’s Capital Region. 
Each year the report is widely 
anticipated and highly ranked 
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@@Indeed, the 
only group 
willing to 

buck the New 
Democratic 
Party line now 
appears to be 
the Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation. 
While it once 
appeared to 

be singing 
backup for the 
Saskatchewan 
Party on most 
issues, the CTF 
has now become 
a voice in the 
wilderness, with 
the temerity to 
talk about selling 
off government- 
owned liquor 
stores even as 
the legislature 
is unanimously 
banning 
privatization of 


any kind.9® 


Randy Burton, 
Saskatoon Star 
Phoenix 
November 2004 


Manitoba direc- 
tor Adrienne Batra 
handles media 
questions 


pe Oe RAT OSes 


2003 Manitoba 


communi- 
ties take pride 
in announcing their top positioning. 

A related report examining the impact of 
School Division and Municipal Taxes on Mani- 
toba Farmland, also inaugurated in 2001, has 
resulted in significant policy gains. The NDP 
government in Manitoba has announced a 
phasing out of the education support levy and 
in its 2004 and 2005 provincial budgets, a re- 
duction in school taxes on farmland by 50%. 

Comprehensive reports on liquor privatiza- 
tion in both British Columbia and Saskatch- 
ewan led not only to wide spread media cover- 
age, but the BC government passing legislation 
in 2002 allowing the private sector to compete 
alongside government liquor stores. 

The CTF is a vociferous watchdog of the 
public purse. Each year we publish reports 
and make countless Freedom of Information 
requests to shed light where taxpayers are far 
too often kept in the dark. We also regular- 
ly appear before parliamentary and legislative 
committees to protect an uphold the integrity 
of these laws. 

In May of 1998 the CTF criticized one of 
Prime Minister Chrétien's “trade missions,” 
this time carting many Liberal backbenchers 
to Italy. In a relatively innocuous commentary 
Walter Robinson simply stated the obvious: 
junkets like these are the reward for party loy- 
alty. He jokingly dubbed the trip “The Tortel- 
lini Trade Tour”. 


dential Property Taxes an 
Residentia Charges Survey 


d Utility 


@@The Canadian 
Taxpayers’ 
Federation 
exposed the 
latest example 
of government 
waste yesterday. 
It found out 

the Doer 
government 
[Manitoba] 
spent $15,000 
to help fund 

the Canadian 
Centre for Policy 
Alternatives, a 
left-wing think 
tank.99 

Editorial, 


Winnipeg Sun, 
November, 2002 
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@6That is why 
John Carpay, the 
Alberta head of 
the Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation, 

has become 

the unofficial 
leader of the 
opposition on 
this issue [of MLA 
compensation]. 
Unless some 
MLA suddenly 
gets an attack of 
conscience and 
starts lobbying 
internally to 

roll back the 
raise and the 
severance deal, 
the only other 
way to stop it is 
to harangue our 
legislators from 
the outside.99 


Mike Jenkinson, 
columnist 
Edmonton Sun, 
September 2001 


Well, within hours 
the story had taken 
on a life of its own. 
Newspapers adopt- 
ed “Tortellini Trade 
Tour” in their head- 
lines and sudden- 
ly in far off Italy the 
PM was made to jus- 
tify this taxpayer ex- 
pense. Some of the 
Liberal MPs were so 
defensive as to accuse 
the CTF of offending “Italian Canadians” and 
even “racism”. Momma mia! The story actu- 
ally earned the CTF its first cartoon in a major 
national daily. 

But had the CTF not brought the story to 
the public’s attention it is doubtful taxpayers 
would ever have heard of the taxpayer-funded 
junket. We've been similarly critical of our free 
spending Governor General Adrienne Clark- 
son and because of raising such a fuss we had 
success in getting at least one of her planned 
foreign junkets panned. 

Meanwhile, opposition parties—who should 
be blowing the whistle—are often themselves 
sitting in the back of the plane. MP pensions 
is a prime example. 

Opposition to gold-plated MP pensions was 
once the political polygraph test of the Re- 
form Party. Not so anymore, as the now Alli- 
ance Party—whoops—Conservative Party hap- 
pily fast tracked pension and benefit enhance- 
ments on more than one occasion. In 2001 
the CTF awarded its federal Teddy to the en- 
tire Alliance caucus for their duplicity on MP 
pensions. Having opted out of the gold-plated 
plan and campaigning against it in 2000, they 
all opted back in after safely being re-elected. 

Similarly, we've strongly opposed taxpayer 
funding of political parties. We appeared be- 
fore parliamentary committees in 2003 and 
warned not only of the cost, but the moral im- 
plication of forcing people to pay for political 
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Editorial Page 
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May 22, 1998 
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views they may oppose. All told, taxpayer sup- 


port for the political class went from $20-mil- @6lt is blatantly 
lion in 2000 to $57-million in 2004! unfair for 
We also provide annual information on tax a group of 
changes in the New Year. By mid-December, brownshirts to 
. media across the country are calling CTF offic- attack individual 
a - es to find out when the information will be re- Members of 
Ai min leased and arrange for interviews. Parliament.99 
Those annual measures of taxes are impor- ; 
Py tant, because whereas in the mid-to-late 90s ee has iaolar Gale 
. ommenting on the 
10 kill tax cuts and spending restraint had curren- CTF’s “Principles 
cy, all that was thrown out the window ear- Before Pensions” 
ly in the new century. A laudable federal CBC Radio 


budget in 2000 launched taxes and spend- August 1998. 
il al ing straight upward. 
The CTF still fought for tax relief. Spe- 
cifically, we advocated raising the Basic 


Lobbyist says group personal Exemption to $15,000 over five 
must work on image years. But increasingly our budget ad- 
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Staff Writer vocacy focused on spending control. A 


An Ottawa office and a woman u} carry their rane 

ge is what a firearms group needs to successfully . . 
current gun-control legislation, says a lobbyist. CTF report published in 2003 showed the 
kirearms groups need to think about their image. 


.o-registration people often link gun control to cost of the gun registry would top $2-bil- 


's safety,” John Carpay, Alberta director of the 
gn Taxpayers Federation, said yesterday. 


Idcounter the assertion ofprogunresisty, jon and a widely-cited CTF-commissioned 


lat guns are anti-women.’ : ‘ 
yas speaking yesterday after an annual’ study on the Kyoto Protocol revealed the 
ociation at the German Canadian Cul- 


jon, 8310 Roper Rd., where Canadian average family of four could expect to 
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h urban Canadian the Protocol was fully im- 

i enh game plemented. 

fomelice While so much work 

had been done during this 

period raising our profile 
in the provinces and na- 
tionally, the CTF was also 
recognized internationally. 
In 1996 the CTF was in- 
vited by Taxpayers Asso- 
ciations’ International to 
host the biannual World 
Taxpayers Conference. 
In 1998 we were 
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pleased to welcome delegates from 14 taxpay- 
er organizations from 11 countries on five con- 
tinents to Vancouver/Whistler. 

2002 brought other changes. In Saskatch- 
ewan, David MacLean replaced Richard Trus- 
cott as Saskatchewan director. Adrienne Bat- 
ra replaced Victor Vrsnik in Manitoba as Vic- 
tor moved to take over duties in British Co- 
lumbia from Mark Milke. 

Mark Milke will go down as the most prolif- 
ic CTF director ever. In his ‘spare time’ he au- 
thored two books during his five year tenure 
with the organization. The first, Barbarians 
.. inthe Garden City chronicled 
_ the BC NDP in power during 
the decade of the 1990s. His 
second book, Tax Me I’m Ca- 
nadian, Your money and how 
politicians spend it which 
hit store shelves in Novem- 
ber 2002 was published in 
conjunction with the CTF By 
January 2003 the book was 
already into its second print- 
ing having hit #4 on the na- 

tional bestsellers Mark Milke au= 


thored the CTF’s 
national best seller, 
“Tax Me, I'm 
Canadian—Your 
money and how 
politicians spend it.” 
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2004 to 2005. 


“When it comes to governments setting tax rates and 
spending tax money, there are no permanent victories and 
no permanent defeats. This is why Canadian taxpayers 
cannot rest when they score a victory, and must not stop 
the struggle for better government when they face a 


setback.” 
John Williamson, federal director, May 2005 


n late 2003 Walter Robinson left the 
I CTF having made an indelible mark 

on our history. John Williamson 
transferred from our Toronto office to 
take over federal duties. Other staff ad- 
ditions included Tasha Kheiriddin in To- 
_ ronto and Sara MacIntyre in British Co- 
lumbia. Bruce Winchester left in 2005 
# and Adam Taylor was hired as our new 
research director in Ottawa. Today, four 
of the CTF’s seven spokespeople are 
woman. 

The organization continued to grow — 
especially in Ontario — and had its best 

fundraising year ever in 2004. The 

W: board of directors, headed by Andy 
Crooks, initiated a review and revised 
the CTF’s mission statement to: “Low- 

er Taxes. Less waste. Accountable govern- 
ment.” A concise, accurate statement that kept 
the organization fresh and focused. 

John Williamson arrived in Ottawa at the 
same time as a new prime minister. And while 
the CTF had long had a cordial, open-door re- 
lationship with Mr. Martin as finance minis- 
ter, it was about to turn rocky as he entered 
24 Sussex. 

As did Walter Robinson seven years earlier, 
one of John’s first undertakings was an inves- 
tigation into corporate welfare. But this time 
the focus was a demand the prime minister’s 


Supreme court won't 
hear tax appeal case 
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loans received by the 
government of Cana- 
da while he sat in cab- 
inet. The CTF uncov- 
ered that CSL received 
$10.3-million in gov- 
ernment subsidies and 
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made gains, if not flow- 
ered, in 2004/2005. 

Early in 2004 Paul Martin announced clo- 
sure of the Sponsorship Program—some- 
thing the CTF had been calling for long before 
the auditor general ever tabled her now well 
known report that sparked the Gomery In- 
quiry. 

In April of 2004 the Supreme Court of Can- 
ada ruled that it would not hear an appeal in 
the matter of Benoit v. Canada (the Treaty 8 
taxation case). Since 1999 the CTF had been 
an intervener in the case which sought an all- 
inclusive tax exemption for Treaty 8 Indians. 
Our intervention argued equality of taxpay- 
ers was paramount and that tax exemptions 
should be based on poverty, not racial ances- 
try. 

2004 also marked a federal election that in- 
tersected with our Gas Tax Honesty Campaign. 
So on this occasion we decided to step it up 
driving a decorated mini van that read “Run- 
ning on Empty - Fuming to Ottawa” all the way 
from Mile O of the Trans Canada Highway in 
Victoria to Parliament Hill in Ottawa. 

We stopped in 40 communities along the 
7,163-km, 30 day journey. We conducted doz- 
ens of media interviews and gathered the sig- 
natures of 80,000 taxpayers (including 2,046 
mayors and councillors from 459 communi- 
ties across Canada). 

Our message to governments on fuel taxes: 
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@@The Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation, 

the country’s 
foremost 
watchdog on all 
taxes, is trying to 
drum up interest 
in a proposal 

to roughly 
double the 

basic personal 
exemption to 
take millions of 
lower income 
Canadians off 
the tax rolls. 98 
Winnipeg Free 
Press 

June 2004 


In an 2003 editorial 
(right), the National 
Post endorsed the 
CTF’s Municipal 
Roadway Trust 
which calls for the 
sharing of federal 
gas revenues with 
municipalities and 
urged Prime Min- 
ister Paul Martin to 
consider the CTF 
model. (Below) BC 
director Sara Macin- 
tyre answers media 
questions at launch 
of Fuming to Of- 
tawa Tour at Mile O 
of the Trans Canada 
Highway in Victoria, 
BC, May 2004. 
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paign received nation- 
al attention and despite an of- 
ten bitter election, your CTF forced all major 
party leaders to make specific commitments 
to dedicate a portion of the federal fuel tax to 
municipal roads and infrastructure. One lead- 
er added that they would even lower fuel taxes 
if elected. 

After the election came good news and bad. 
The good news is that after six years of prod- 
ding the federal government finally announced 
that it was prepared to dedicate half of our 
fuel tax revenues to municipalities. The bad 
news: incredibly, none of it would go to roads, 
but into the abyss of “infrastructure” which 
captures everything from water treatment 
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plants to bocce ball courts and canoe muse- 
ums. 

The federal government also made a half- 
hearted move on another long-time CTF budg- 
et proposal. In 2005, the federal govern- 
ment raised the Basic Personal Exemption to 
$8,148. A far cry from the $15,000 we were 
pushing for, but a recognition that the propos- 
al was the right one. 

In British Columbia the CTF has been 
pushing for voting reform as part of its man- 
date in support of accountable government 
since 1997. Not only was a Citizens Assembly 
struck to review how we elect our politicians, 
but they adopted a CTF recommendation in 
favour of the single transferable vote. The rec- 
ommendation triggered a province-wide refer- 
endum on May 17, 2005 that received 57% of 
the vote. 

Are we always successful? 

No. 

Recall in 2003 we managed to get the sig- 
natures of both then-Premier Ernie Eves and 
Liberal leader Dalton McGuinty during the On- 
tario election campaign committing to uphold 
the CTF-inspired Taxpayer Protection Act that 
bans deficits and requires voter approval for 

tax hikes. 
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6Finally, 
[taxpayers] 
have a strong, 
intelligent, no 
nonsense, non- 
partisan force 
to watch dog 
their interests. 
The Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation has 
shown itself to 
be a veritable 
Rottweiller, with 
a bite every bit 
as fierce as its 


bark.9® 


Barbara Yaffe 
Vancouver Sun 
April 2000 
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crap health levy: Group 


A TAXPAYERS? advocacy group took the| 


e McGuinty government to court yesterday ove: 
3° its broken vows to hold the line on taxes and bal 
oe F 


safely-elected government of Dalton 
McGuinty introduced a budget that not 
only radically raised taxes and spend- 
ing, but forecast deficits through to 
2007 and gutted the Taxpayer Protec- 
tion Act. 
Immediately, 
your CTF began 
a petition, organ- 
ized a rally, made 
representation 
at Queen’s Park, 
and filed a law- 
suit against both 
the premier and 
his finance min- 
ister for violation 
of the province’s 
Taxpayer Pro- e Taxpayers Protect 
tection Act and — aw 
breach of con- a ae 
tract. 
Not since the 
1995 feder- 
al budget has 
your CTF re- 
ceived such 
an outpour- 


price its budgets. 
The Canadian Taxpayers Federation is asking 
€ courts to scrap the $2.4-billion health ta 
eated in Finance Minister 
reg Sorbara’s budget last 
ing. According to the 
payers Protection Act, 
pported by the Liberals 
en it was enacted in 1999 

again in last year’s elec- 
campaign, a referen- 
is required to be held 
y such tax increase. 
cGuinty promised not 
ise taxes, not to run def- 

nd he broke both of those promises j 
.” said Tasha Kheiriddin, the Fedey 
p director. “We’re asking the 
p declare the health tax illegg 

pvernment argued yesterd; 

’s complaint should be th 
€ government passeg 
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ing of support for a campaign. 
209,000 signed petitions were 
delivered to Queens Park demand- 
ing the premier keep his word. 
Largely driven off the Internet this 
represented the CTF’s most suc- 
cessful provincial petition drive 
ever. 
And while our court case against 
the premier and his finance minister 
was dismissed early in 2005 it re- 


@@As satisfying as 
many developments 
were in 2004-2005 
the period remained 
one of unprec- 
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cleaner form of energy. 

But Mr. Mills, the Cons¢ 
tive, said the focus should] 
Canada cleaning up its ¢ 
home. 

“Mr. Dion is a lot more 
mistic and a lot more of a d 
er than I expected him to] 
said. “Let’s do what we ca 
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the country that the CTF will stand 

and fight on behalf of taxpayers. 

As satisfying as many developments 
were in 2004-2005 the period remained 

one of unprecedented spending growth. 

In 2000, Ottawa spent $110-billion. As at 
the time of this writing, Ottawa is poised to 
spend an eye-popping $160.4-billion. An in- 
crease of 46% in just 5 years! 

In 2004 the CTF updated its commissioned 
study showing the cost of Kyoto implemen- 
tation would now top $3,000 for the average 
family of four. Indeed the federal government 
over the course of just three months in 2005 
revised its own budget figures for the year to 
$10-billion. Three months earlier they had 
budgeted just $5-billion. John Williamson 
dubbed it Canada’s next gun registry in the 
making, 

Then there’s Ottawa’s costly, union-only day- 
care scheme that the CTF warns could top 
$12-billion a year! 

As has been demonstrated clearly at the 
provincial level, runaway spending threatens 
balanced budgets and modest tax gains. At 15 
years, and despite many gains in that time, the 
pendulum was clearly swinging in favour of 
those who supporter large, interventionist gov- 
ernment. 
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@@The Canadian 
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many much 
larger and better 
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ne story stands out above all others 
6) when reflecting on the CTF’s 15th an- 

niversary. On March 31st of 2005 the 
province of Alberta became the first debt free 
jurisdiction in the country. 

Why? 

In 1993 when the CTF was but three years 
old we advanced and built public support for 
the idea of a balanced budget and mandato- 
ry debt retirement law. Considered radical for 
its time, the Alberta government enacted a law 
that would, among other things, require 75% 
of budgetary surpluses be directed toward 
debt retirement. 

Twelve years later, Alberta taxpayers went 
from paying $1.7-billion a year in debt interest 
to paying O. 

The reason Alberta is debt free is because 
a number taxpaying citizens in Alberta — and 
elsewhere — decided to do something other 
than complain about the way things are. They 
chose to take action by voluntarily sup- 
porting the CTF. They 
chose to reject 
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@@The Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation 

is unique. In 
demanding 

the taxpayer 

be given equal 
consideration 
[the CTF is] an 
all important 
counterbalance 
to the demands 
of those who 
would tax and 
spend more.99 


former Ontario 
premier Mike Harris 


mark of our country. 

But the Alberta example demonstrates 
something else: change takes time. The na- 
tional debt clock that we toured from coast to 
coast on more than one occasion didn't bal- 
ance the federal and many provincial budg- 
ets overnight. It took years of persistence and 
public awareness to shift the political land- 
scape. But eventually change came about. 
Ditto for taxpayer protection laws, dedicated 
fuel taxes, freedom of information laws, brack- 
et creep elimination and the list goes on. 

Are we always successful? Of course not. 

However, what the founders of the CTF set 
out to create was an organization that would 
be proactive in advocating on behalf of taxpay- 
ers before government decisions were made. 

Consider the aftermath of the 2004 election 
when it was -- surprise surprise -- revealed 
that our federal politicians were once again in 
line for a handsome pay raise. This, despite 
the fact that they had already taken pay in- 
creases of nearly 30% since 2000! 

But your CTF was on to the all-so-familiar 
game. 

During the federal election campaign your 
CTF got each leader on record as to whether 
or not they would support a pay raise after the 
election. 

Each emphatically said they would not. 

So the predictable post-election pocket-lin- 
ing exercise was quickly derailed when the 
CTF reminded the media, voters and taxpay- 
ers across the country of the clear commit- 
ments leaders had made during the election. 

For 15 years we've been fighting for lower 
taxes, less waste and accountable government. 
We've done so unaligned with any political 
party. We’ve done so without a charitable tax 
number. We’ve done so knowing that we may 
not always be successful. But we’ve also done 
so knowing that nothing changes unless it is 
pushed. For 15 years we've been pushing in a 
firm yet professional way that has earned us 
credibility, support and measurable achieve- 
ment. With the willing and voluntary support 
of Canadian taxpayers we will continue for 


many more.m 


@@The western 
influence in 
national thought 
also shows 
through ... 
organizations 

... [such as] 

the Canadian 
Taxpayers 
Federation's 
push for 

greater fiscal 
responsibility 

on the part of 
governments, 
specifically 
balanced 
budgets. 

It received 
enormous 
publicity in the 
lead-up to the 
1995 deficit- 
reducing federal 
budget and 
received much 
of the credit in 
the media for the 
absence of major 
tax increases in 


the budget.99 


David J. Rovinsky, 
Centre for Strategic 
International 
Studies, 
Washington, DC. 
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In Canadian 
Policymaking.” 
February 1998 


ollywood 
has the Os- 
cars and Ot- 


tawa has the Teddies. On March 17th, 1999, 
the Canadian Taxpayers Federation held its 
first Teddies Waste Awards at a Parliament 
Hill news conference. The annual black tie 
ceremony honours the best of the worst in 
high taxes and wasteful government spend- 
ing. The awards are named for Ted Weather- 
ill, a former senior public servant, who was 
terminated in 1998 for living high on the hog 
at the taxpayers’ expense. 

In that tradition, The Teddies are awarded 
annually to a public office holder, civil serv- 
ant, department or agency that most exempli- 
fies government waste, over- 
spending, over-taxation, ex- 
cessive regulation, lack of ac- 
countability, or any combina- 
tion of the five. A beautifully 
adorned golden sow is award- 
ed in the following categories: 
federal, provincial, municipal 
and lifetime achievement. A 
Teddy may be awarded on the 
basis of past accomplishments 
or on the basis of a proposed 
initiative. 

Regrettably for taxpayers it has 
not been difficult to select recipients 
worthy of an award in Ted Weather- 
ill’s honour. 

The first lifetime achievement award 
was handed to former Conserva- 
tive Finance Minister Michael Wil- 
son for his work in de-indexing 
the Income Tax System in 1985. 
This change—known as “brack- 
et creep”’—resulted in Canadians 
paying more in taxes simply be- 
cause their incomes grew with 
the cost of living. Other lifetime 


@@ Regrettably for taxpayers 

it has not been difficult 

to select recipients 

worthy of an award 
in Ted Weatherill’s 
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achievement 
winners include Liber- 
al Minister Sheila Copps (2000) for her lega- 
cy of anti-taxpayer initiatives; New Democrat 
Premier Glen Clark (2001) for helping drive 
British Columbia’s economy into the ground 
by doubling government debt and raising tax- 
es; and Liberal Brian Tobin (2002) for repeat- 
edly failing to complete his elected term of of- 
fice, favouring corporate welfare subsidies, 
and spending hundreds of thousands of tax- 
payer dollars to advance his (failed) leader- 
ship ambitions. 

Other lifetime recipients include former 
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien (2003) for high 
taxes, contempt for parliamentary democra- 
cy, and overseeing a scandal plagued govern- 
ment; Governor-General Adrienne Clarkson 
(2004) for wasting millions 
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on everything from foreign junkets 
to gardening consultants and most 
recently André Ouellet (2005) for be- 
traying the trust of Canadians with 
shady backroom deals, partisan 
back scratching, and riding the gov- 
ernment gravy train. 

The inaugural federal piglet went 
to Public Works and Government 
Services Canada for awarding con- 
tacts to overhaul Parliament Hill 
with little or no consideration given 
to cost controls. Other winners in- 
clude Human Resources & Develop- 
ment Canada (2000) for its billion 
dollar jobs grant boondoggle; the 
Canadian Firearms Centre (2003) 
for its billion dollar price tag despite earlier 
assurance the program would cost taxpayers 
$2-million; the disgraced Alfonso Gagliano 
(2004) for his role in the Quebec sponsorship 
scandal and sending $100-million to Liber- 
al-friendly advertising firms for little or no 
work; and Lucie McClung (2005), the Com- 
missioner of Canada’s prison system, for her 
world tour with stops in New Zealand, Brazil, 
Barbados and Europe, $9,000 in meal re- 
ceipts and Rideau Club membership. 

Not to be outdone, provinces and mu- 
nicipalities demonstrated a similar dis- 
respect for taxpayers. Teddy tributes 
went to the British Columbia govern- 
ment (1999 & 2000) for a $150 per 
word photo radar instruction manu- 
al, which included a helpful picture 
of blue sky telling cops that the 
camera is “aimed too high,” and 
the second prize for its famed fast 
: ferry fiasco. The City 


JPM gets dubious ¢ 
from taxpayers’ . 


By MARIA McCLINTOCK 


Ottawa Bur 
OTTAWA ~— py; inisier 
tie Gok Minister Jean Chretien Was 


- peclon So 
'¥ = ¥ 


\ 


mer senior ciyj] 
pense accounts. 


Si ; :, 
> . 


The Teddies Were established 


Servant fired in 


be (i ; . 
: : anadian Tax- The PM’s snokecua, 


a vier s — 


of Winnipeg raked in the 2004 honour for 
spending $1-million on a footbridge biffy. 

2005 winners include Saskatchewan's gov- 
ernment for Spudco—a crown corporation 
which cost provincial taxpayers $36-million 
in a failed attempt to create a homegrown po- 
tato industry. The inaugural municipal win- 
ner was Toronto City Hall for spending near- 
ly a million dollars on motel rooms for the 
homeless that went unused. 

Since its inception the Teddies have be- 
come a calendar event among journalists on 
and off Parliament Hill. Print, radio and tel- 
evision report the event, and thanks to your 
CTF we give the people who fleece Canadian 
taxpayers the recognition they so richly de- 


ypting a press conference in Ottawa yesteruay. Serve. 


This little piggy ... 


Goes to ‘Peg for its 4 
million-dollar biffy § , 


ROSS ROMANIUK 


City Halt Reporter 
rromaniuk@wpgsun.c: 


in the name of the for- 
1998 for his lavish a 


: PROCAYT 
litt] drienne Batra, Manitoba provincial director of the Canz 
C10 faxpayers Federation: ‘It's certainly not a great honour, 
sbeloved city criticized, Murray lashed n't deserve quality in design. 
“We're trying to improve tieamm 
ily marginals. 


i\ 


upport a Te on what 1s 


THE TAXPAYER 


Gas Tax Ho 
onecaainray. as tax has 


ers Federation held its first 
» advocacy grou 


Jamenting the 


Gas Tax Honesty Campaign Taxpayers a open letter to Martin yest e on Canadiat 


n irigh gas prices iS the cash fron 
STEPH AR pas strait and: ‘urging Martin to ee and highways 
o steep energy the federal tax on ; 


in 1999 it was the lone voice calling 


for lower gasoline taxes and for Ot- : 
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tawa to dedicate fuel tax revenues to AS wonsumer watchs meee \ 
road spending. For too long politicians ul Mar geral ae 
blamed high prices on oil companies, in- oe pricier 
stead of the hidden provincial and feder- eee ok fp annual 


al taxes that, at the time, more than dou- 
bled the price at the pumps. 

On May 20, 1999, the CTF held a na- 
tional news conference in Burlington, On- 
tario, and regional events in Edmonton, 
Calgary and Winnipeg. Since that first cam- 
paign, the CTF has played a leading role in 
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Worse still, 99 per cent of this money is spent 
in Quebec and the four Atlantic provinces. 
The federal government even brings in anoth- 
er $1.18-billion thanks to the GST charged 
on the full pump price—gasoline taxes includ- 
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ed—an outrageous tax on a tax! per litre canadian Taxpayers Feder vecterday to launch the 
Our message to governments on fuel taxes: _on its bill- . 

“Use ‘em or lose ‘em.” boards, caus- 
Every year, we launch our gas tax campaign ing a small traffic jam— and near collision— 

before the May long weekend to tell govern- at the pumps. (The after-tax price was 54.2 

ments that gas taxes continue to keep pump cents then, the good old days.) 

prices artificially high. At the first kickoff We also embarrassed politicians who de- 

event in 1999, one Ontario gas station actu- fended high taxes by claiming governments 
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National Worst High- 
way Contest. The Ca- 
nadian who nominat- 
ed the “winner” was 
given a wheel align- 
ment courtesy of 
the CTF Follow- 
ing this, many large 


gasoline retailers 

began posting, 

in 2001, price 

breakdowns at 

the pumps indi- 
cating the gov- 
ernment’s tax 
bite. 

On May 16, 
2002, your CTF 
expanded its 
campaign to in- 
clude a gas tax 

revenue trans- 
fer to mu- 


nicipalities. More than eighty per cent of 

all roads in Canada are municipal roads. In 
2002, municipalities spent $7.8-billion build- 
ing and maintaining them without one cent 
of Ottawa’s gas tax revenues. The CTF pro- 
posed a Municipal Roadway Trust (MRT) 
model to fill the gap. Toronto’s then-Depu- 

ty Mayor Case Ootes joined the CTF to lend 
support to the roadway trust model. 

The MRT would direct 50 per cent of feder- 
al gasoline tax revenues toward roadway con- 
struction and improvement. The remainder 
would be returned to motorists through lower 
fuel taxes and lower pump prices. Adopting 
the MRT would send more than $2.5-billion 
annually to municipal governments for local 
road maintenance. 

In the following years, organizations like 
the Federation of Canadian Municipali- 
ties and Canadian Automobile Association 
jumped on the CTF bandwagon to lobby Ot- 
tawa to use gas tax money for infrastructure. 
To reinforce the link between lousy roads and 
government profiteering the CTF announced 
the winner of its Highway From Hell con- 

test. (The winning road was Saskatchewan's 
Highway 47, which begins west of Regina and 
runs south through Estevan to the U.S. bor- 
der.) This pressure tactic led to one province 
embracing the roadway trust model in 2004. 
The Manitoba government passed a law to 
track all provincial roadway spending trans- 
fers to the province’s municipalities rela- 


@6 During the 2004 federal election the 
CTF drove a decorated mini-van that 
read “Running on Empty-Fuming to 
Ottawa” from Mile Zero of the Trans- 


Canada Highway in Victoria to Parliament Hill. 


The month-long trek stopped in 40 communities and spanned 
7,163 kilometres. 98 
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tive to provincial 
gasoline tax collec- 
tion. 
During the 2004 federal election the CTF 
drove a decorated mini-van that read “Running 
on Empty-Fuming to Ottawa” from Mile Zero of 
the Trans-Canada Highway in Victoria to Par- 
liament Hill. The month-long trek stopped in 40 
communities and spanned 7,163 kilometres. 
Along the way, we gathered thousands of signa- 
tures, conducted hundreds of media interviews, 
and met with dozens of politicians. 

Our campaign received national attention 
and despite an often bitter election, your CTF 
forced all major party leaders to make specif- 

ic commitments to dedicate a portion of the 

federal fuel tax to municipal roads an infra- 
structure. One leader even committed to 


lower the tax. 
After the election, we delivered 80,000 


petitions and the signatures of 2,046 

mayors and municipal politicians sup- 
porting our position. After six years of 

prodding the federal government an- 

nounced in its 2005 budget that it 
would dedicate half our fuel tax reve- 
nues to municipalities. Unfortunate- 

ly, most of that money will be di- 


rected into the abyss of “infrastruc- 
ture” which cap- 
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CTF’s Centre for Aboriginal Policy Change 


I: March 2002, the CTF opened the Centre 


for Aboriginal Policy Change (the Centre). 

For years, the CTF blazed a trail challeng- 
ing conventional wisdom concerning aboriginal 
policy, and building the case for change. 

However, we soon realized that we were only 
scratching the surface of this important sub- 
ject, often haphazardly jumping from one issue 
to the next. The creation of the Centre coordi- 
nated our aboriginal-related research and ad- 
vocacy under one umbrella. 

The Centre is not only a CTF first, 
but a Canadian first: a full-time, per- 
manent, and professional advocacy 
presence to monitor, research and pro- 
vide alternatives to current aborigi- 
nal policy. Under director Tanis Fiss, 
the Centre supports individual proper- 
ty rights, equality, self-sufficiency, and 
democratic and financial accountability. 

Every day the dedicated staff of the 
Centre monitor court cases, analyse 
self-government agreements, work with aborig- 
inal groups, respond to news reports, and un- 
cover waste and corruption that affect Cana- 
da’s natives trapped in a system that helps nei- 


@@The creation 
of the Centre 
coordinated 
our aboriginal- 
related research 
and advocacy 
under one 


umbrella@® 


a 25 
ther them nor taxpayers. 
One of the first tasks of the Centre was to 
develop a comprehensive position paper. The 
Lost Century — Moving Aboriginal Policy from 
the 19" Century to the 21% Century was re- 
leased in November 2002. Hundreds of copies 
were distributed. Tanis spoke in its support 
across the country and earned editorial praise 
from several newspapers. 
Its seven recommendations are: 
¢ Abolish the Indian Act; 
¢ Establish a system of private 
property rights on reserves; 
° Phase-out existing tax exemp- 
ions; 
¢ Transfer federal money to indi- 
viduals not band councils; 
¢ Expand the role of the audi- 
tor general to include native 
band councils; 
° Remove native land from protec- 
tion fromgarnishee and liens; and 
¢ Establish votes for on-reserve non-Abori- 
nals. 
Later that year the Centre was the only voice 
in British Columbia to support the province’s 
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Commons Standing Com- 
mittee on Aboriginal Affairs 
regarding the First Nations 
Governance Act. 

On June 11, 2003 the Feder- 
al Court of Appeal overturned the 
monumental lower court decision 
that ruled descendants of Trea- 
ty 8 Indians do not have to pay 
any tax at any time for any rea- 
son, regardless of where in Can- 
ada they live. On April 29, 2004 
the Supreme Court of Canada re- 
fused to hear an appeal on the 
decision. Your CTF had been an 
intervener in the case since 1999. 
This was a great victory for all 
taxpayers. Income — not race or 
ancestry — should be the only val- 
id basis for a tax exemption. 

In April 2004, the Centre’s sec- 
ond policy paper was released: 
Apartheid — Canada’s Ugly Se- 
cret. The paper made the follow- 
ing recommendations: 

¢ Abolish the Indian reserve sys- 
tem; 

¢ Taxation at all levels should 
be phased in for Indians liv- 
ing on-reserve; 

¢ Transfer the land which is 
currently held in trust by Ot- 
tawa to the natives who com- 
prise the community; and 

* Do not establish new reserves 
or “urban reserves.” 

Tanis Fiss spoke at sev- 
eral engagements across 
the country to promote 
these ideas, making 
many radio and televi- 
sion appearances. She 
also met with editorial 
boards, and received 
praise from editors 
nationwide. This 


@@The report is 
suitably blunt about 
the Third World 
conditions common on 
reserves. And it does 
not shy away from bold 
solutions. Rather than 
simply tinkering with 
the present model, [the 
report] proposed doing 
away with reserves 
altogether. @@ 


National Post 
April 24, 2004 


Moving Aboriging Policy from the 19 entury to the 
i c rt 
roving Aborig! 


Tever, frees; © must 
Z1n : 00 
ce) confo to 54 their 
ype? 


First Nations 
Grand Chief, 
Phil Fontaine. 
Presentations 
were given to both the House of 
Commons Standing Commit- 
tee and the Senate Committee 
for Aboriginal Peoples regarding 
a range of legislation, including 
the Westbank Self-Government 
Agreement. 

In 2005, the Centre released 
its third policy paper: Dividing 
Canada - the Pitfalls of Native 
Sovereignty, which shows how 
the constitution leaves no room 
for a third order of government. 
The paper’s second, and final, 
recommendation is to establish 

municipal governance models 

for native communities. 
In March 2005 the feder- 

al government announced 

plans to explore implement- 

ing private property rights on 
reserves. The Centre was giv- 
en full credit for being the lone 
voice in Canada pushing for 
private property rights on re- 
serves. 

The CTF believes all Canadi- 
ans — are fundamentally alike. 
Therefore, all legislation and 
government policy must be 

based on fairness and equali- 

ty -notrace. As former Prime 

Minister Trudeau once stat- 
ed, “The time is now to decide 
whether the Indians will be a 
race apart in Can- 

ada or wheth- 
er [they] will be 
Canadians of 


‘ full status.” In 
other words, the 
time for equality 
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by Dean Smith 


You would think after 14 years of writing Waste Watch 
stories, I had seen it all. Well, you’re wrong. I’m still amazed at the 
ents can waste your tax dollars. On this, our 15th anniversary, I’ve dug 


through the past issues of The Taxpayer and compiled my list of 
some of the worst examples. 


Missing the train 

In 1981, BC Transit purchased five loco- 
motives in Quebec for a commuter rail project. 
While successive BC governments wondered 
how to proceed with the project, the loco- 
motives sat in storage in Ontario at a cost of 
$20,000 a year. Vandals damaged several units 
and the engines—which were not covered or 
winterized—deteriorated. Finally, 15 years lat- 
er in 1996, BC Transit determined that the lo- 


roled after serving two thirds of their sentence 
provided they will not re-offend. However, deci- 
sions by the NPB suggest the streets of Canada 
would be safer if the NPB members were the 
ones behind bars. 

Take the senseless murder of RCMP Con- 
stable Dennis Strongquill in Saskatchewan 
in 2001. When his murderer, Danny Wayne 
Sand, was paroled, RCMP in Sand’s home- 
town warned the NPB that they expected Sand 
not only to reoffend but to 


comotives were not suita- Pe 
ble for the commuter rail i 
project. 

The BC government FE 
paid $662,000 to purchase ‘ 
the locomotives, $316,000 |» 7 
on generators, $26,000 
for insurance, $210,000 
for storage and $273,500 gr 
for interest payments on b 5 
the money the govern- 
ment borrowed, so it could 
transform expensive trans- 
portation equipment into 


commit even worse crimes. 
Now five children are with- 
out a father. 

To add insult to injury, 
when parolees recommit 
crimes, taxpayers are held 
financially responsible, as 
in all the following exam- 
ples: 

@ In 1993 Ottawa settled 
with a family after a paroled 
pedophile murdered their 
10-year old boy; 


piles of rusting metal. The 
total: $2.5 million. In 1996, 
the government sold the lo- 
comotives for scrap, recoup- 
ing $65,000. 


Throw the NPB in jail 

In December 2001, the National Parole Board 
(NPB) coughed up an undisclosed amount of 
money to two children, who—at the ages of two 
and four—watched their mother and grand- 
mother being slaughtered by a dangerous of- 
fender. He had been released on parole a day 
earlier. 

According to federal law, convicts can be pa- 


Whatever happened to King 
George V? 


e@ A paroled double 
murderer killed real-estate 
agent Wendy Carroll in 1996 
by slashing her throat. Her 

family filed a $3.5 million lawsuit; 

@ In 1997 the feds settled with the family of 
Jewel Gambler who had been kidnapped, 
raped and killed by a convict released to a 
halfway house; 

© The feds settled with the families of three 
men who were murdered by a paroled bank 
robber in 1998; 

@ In 1997, the family of Sylvain Leduc filed 
a $10 million lawsuit against the NPB after 
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three men beat their 17-year-old son to 
death; 


@ Mark Turner, who was paroled in 1987 after 
serving less than half of a 11-year term for 
robbery was back in jail by 1993. Turner 
sued the NPB for $1.6 million, arguing that 
the NPB prematurely released him, causing 
Turner to re-offend. His suit stated that the 
NPB failed to consider the reports of the 
prison psychologist and Turner’s criminal 
history when parolling him. 


Wotten Wabbit 

In 1999, Canada Council under the auspic- 
es of the Department of Canadian 
Heritage gave $15,000 to University 
of Manitoba professor Diana Thor- 
neycroft so she could—in the name 
of art—hang 12 rabbit carcasses in 
some trees. 

The rabbit corpses had some of 
Thorneycroft’s photographic relics 
hidden inside them. These relics 
were eventually revealed as mag- 
gots ate away the flesh. The exhib- 
it is patterned after the utensils in 
the Roman Catholic Church which 
hold the Eucharist. 

In addition, Thorneycroft had an 
indoor display which featured 23 
shaved toy bunnies. The toys had 
real rabbit parts stuffed inside. 

Eleven dead rabbits were pur- 
chased from a local store for $10 
and the other one was road kill 
which was donated. The toy rabbits 
probably ran about the same. The 
remaining $14,700 was used to pay 
for Thorneycroft’s ‘creativity.’ 


This urinal, entitled 
“Fountain” hung in 
a doorway at the 
National Art Gallery 
in Ottawa. It is part 
of the collection 


ears of waste 


cians don’t come cheap. The cost to taxpayers 
for their salaries and honoraria comes to $91 
million a year tax-free. Their travel expenses 
are another $29 million a year. 

To put this in perspective, if all Canadians 
were as thoroughly governed as reserve Indi- 
ans, we would have 295,000 federal MPs in- 
stead of 307 and pay them $10 billion per year, 
plus travel. 

The average reported salary that year for 
an Indian politician was $24,000. Since mon- 
ey earned on reserve is tax-free, the equiva- 
lent off-reserve salary would be about $34,000. 
But these salaries varied from region to region, 
ranging from $9,229 in NWT to 
$40,424 in Alberta (again, tax- 
free). 

To give some perspective, with 
on reserve populations averaging 
a few hundred people, most chief 
and council jobs are akin to being 
the mayor and council of a small 
to medium sized town, who only 
earn a small honarium. 

Despite this, some native lead- 
ers made superstar salaries. The 
top salaried chief in BC that year 
received $250,000, in the Atlantic 
region the highest was $218,000, 
and in Saskatchewan $152,000. 
In comparison, then Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien made 
$144,000. 

In addition to these salaries, 
many Indian politicians receive 
extra money from band resourc- 
es, like oil and gas revenues and 
gambling. Take Chief Allison Ber- 
nard of the Eskasoni reserve on 


Amazingly, Canada Council of eight works Cape Breton, who according to 
chose her exhibit—out of a group of | purchased bythe __ the Halifax Chronicle-Herald/ 
232 applicants. It makes one won- Gallery for $160,000, Mail Star earned $77,000 from 


der what kind of proposals were 
rejected. 


Too many chiefs, not enough taxpayers 
An Access to Information request filed by the 
CTF in 2001 with the federal Department of In- 
dian Affairs revealed that Canada’s 400,000 
plus reserve Indians are represented by 3,800 
elected chiefs and council members—about one 
politician for every 105 people. These politi- 


tobacco sales, and $81,500 from 
the Eskasoni Gaming Commis- 
sion—in addition to his basic honorarium of 
$140,448. 


World’s Largest Eggbeater 

On the Gaspe Peninsula, which juts into the 
St. Lawrence River, sits the world’s largest egg- 
beater. Called “Eole,” it was named after Aeo- 
lus, the Greek god of the winds. 


This 30-story wind turbine was the brain- 
child of the National Research Council and Hy- 
dro-Quebec. It was supposed to generate elec- 
tricity. But there were problems. The sheer size 
of the turbine resulted in stress-re- 


five grands. One sits in the drawing room of the 
official residence and another in the drawing 
room of the minister’s residence. The remain- 
ing three are in the chancery, including one 

on the sixth floor foyer, another in 


lated mechanical problems, and 
fixing the problems weren't cheap. 
For example, it cost $25,000 to 
rent a crane to fix an oil leak! 
Moreover, the wind velocities were 
far lower than expected. By 1985, 
having already sunk $37 million 
into the project, the two levels of 
government bailed out. 

In 1986, Eole was sold to a Mon- 
treal engineering firm for $1 along 
with a contract from Hydro Quebec 
to buy electricity. When Hydro Que- 
bec wouldn't renew their contract, 
the engineering firm sold Eole for 
$1 to a Montreal businessman in 
1992 who hoped to turn it into a 


the hospitality suite and a concert 
grand in the auditorium. Our em- 
bassies in Paris and London have 
three grands. This includes one 

“concert” grand in both locations. 


Oh Me, Oh Myrias! 

In 1990, Western Economic Di- 
versification (WED) in their infi- 
nite wisdom loaned money to the 
Edmonton-based Myrias Research 
Corporation to build a facility to 
manufacture supercomputers. On 
January 16, 1990, WED provid- 
ed the first loan for $526,990. Two 
months later WED gave them an- 
other loan for $1,466,725. Myri- 
as barely had that cheque cashed 


tourist attraction. 


Created by 
American artist 
Barnett Newman, 
Voice of Fire was 
made up of three 
stripes two blue, 
one red. It was 
purchased by 
the National Art 
Gallery in 1990 for 
$1.76 million. 


Picture This 

In 1995, the BC government 
contracted American Traffic Sys- 
tems (ATS) to develop a photo ra- 
dar system for the province. Unfor- 
tunately $400,000 of the $15.2 mil- 
lion billed by ATS was earmarked 
for a “Verification Rules Reference 
Book.” The manual is a meagre 22 
pages with such insightful analy- 
sis as a photo of pavement with the 
caption “this image demonstrates 
a camera aimed too low.” The next 
photo with a picture of blue sky wisely notes 
that this camera is “aimed too high.” 

At a mere 2,637 words the manual cost BC 
taxpayers $152 a word! 


Now Ain’t That Grand 

A 1994 inquiry with the Foreign Affairs De- 
partment drew mention of a grand piano. 
Alarm bells! We quickly did a follow up to learn 
that 74 grand pianos were located in Canadian 
embassies around the world from Dakar, Sen- 
egal to Damascus, Syria. 

Often these pianos are little more than ex- 
pensive decorations, ranging in value from 
$10,000 to $100,000 for a “concert grand”. 
The Canadian embassy in Washington, D.C. has 


when the next one arrived on 
May 30, for $686,695. The fourth 
cheque for $775,847 hit Myrias’ 
doorstep 70 days later on August 9. 
The flood of money didn’t stop 
there. On October 5, a final cheque 
for $517,225 showed up. That was 
five loans in a matter of 10 months 
totalling $3.97 million. On October 
26, 1990, less than three weeks af- 
ter receiving that final cheque, Myr- 
ias was placed into receivership. 


Hang this around your neck 
The provincially funded Mani- 
toba Arts Council awarded Aliza Amihude a 
grant for $5,000 so she could publicly show 
her hand-made, organic jewellery. The jewel- 
lery was put on display at the Manitoba Crafts 
Council Exhibition Gallery in Winnipeg, 

The jewellery was created mainly from natu- 
ral products including Aliza’s toe nails and pu- 
bic hair, dead insects and mouse droppings 
— all necessary ingredients for discriminating 
buyers. 

Aliza stated that she hoped her exhibit would 
not only put some ‘wow’ in peoples’ lives, but 
‘open up their minds.’ If they opened their wal- 
lets, $360 could make them the proud own- 
ers of a necklace shaped in the form of genitalia 


Bo Ly 


and made of Aliza’s pubic hair. 

A cheque for $550 would buy a choker neck- 
lace made of vinyl tubing stuffed with mouse 
droppings. The pendant—made from coyote 
fur — is in the shape of a mouse, complete with 
a silver tail to give it that look of authenticity. 

Commenting on this crude abuse of tax dol- 
lars, Adrienne Batra, the CTF’s 
Manitoba director said, “When most 
people see mice droppings in their 
home they call an exterminator, but 
in Manitoba they call the Arts Coun- 
cil asking for a grant.” 


Don’t Smile 

In 1992, Tim Maloney of Regi- 
na took his Cocker Spaniel, Kate, 
to Minneapolis to be inseminated. 
On his return, Maloney was charged 
$17.50 GST on the stud fee. The 
customs officer argued that because 
the insemination increased the dog’s 
value, GST was applicable. 

“T laughed, I thought they were 
joking,” Maloney said. “But no, they 
were dead serious, and informed 
me that they would not release my 
dog until I paid the $17.50 GST.” 

When Maloney asked how they 
could tell the dog was pregnant, the 
customs officer said the dog seemed 
to be smiling. Maloney paid, but lat- 
er fought the ruling and won. The 
government decided this was one 
service it didn't need to tax. Well, 
Kate was pregnant, and her two 
pups were named, “Rebate” and 
“Here Comes the Taxman.” 


Cost 


A look down memory lane 

A story from the early 1980s may be one of 
the worst cases of waste in Canada’s corporate 
welfare history. 

The Department of Regional Economic Ex- 
pansion (DREE) provided a $315,000 loan 
guarantee to help construct a 22-room mo- 
tel complete with a bar and restaurant in New 
Brunswick. DREE was the forerunner to Indus- 
try Canada’s regional corporate welfare pro- 
grams. 

By March 1982, the motel was several 
months behind on its loan payments. The trust 


$ 


26 million 
to build, sold for a 
buck 
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company seized the motel and called in the fed- 
eral loan guarantee. 

In order to recoup some of its losses, DREE 
— the new motel owners — decided to sell the 
property at public auction. However, DREE offi- 
cials — who didn't bother to attend the auction 
— made the fateful mistake of not putting a re- 
serve bid on the property. 

The motel that had been ap- 
praised at $393,000 in 1977 and 
$550,000 in 1978, was auctioned 
off for $200 (that’s right — two 
hundred dollars). The next day, 
the winning bidder sold the mo- 
tel for $75,200. Within a month, 
this new owner had obtained 
a mortgage on the property for 
$285,000. In 1983, an offer was 
made on the motel and adjacent 
land for $625,000. 


Expensive Urinal 

In 1993, one of our CTF rep- 
resentatives toured our esteemed 
National Art Gallery in Ottawa. 
Through one doorway he passed 
under a urinal hanging from the 
door frame. Then he saw a shov- 
el leaning against the wall and a 
set of coat hooks sitting on the 
floor. A little further was a hat 
rack hanging from the ceiling by 
a string and a bicycle rim sitting 
on a stool. 

Were these the efforts of a 
slightly inebriated janitor? No, 
just part of a 13-piece collection 
purchased from French artist 
Michael Duchamp in 1971. 

The price for this “art”? 
Although a urinal should only cost 
$400 and a shovel $18, the Gallery purchased 
the package for $160,000 (1993 dollars) 
or $12,600 per item. To be fair, this price 
included a fancy name for each art piece. The 
shovel is called, “In Advance of a Broken Arm” 
and the urinal is named “Fountain.” 


What happened to King George V? 
Every year in the Public Accounts, Ottawa 
lists items that have mysteriously disappeared 
or been stolen. One of the more curious mys- 
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teries—and perhaps most expensive—involved Cults of Boiotia and Jennifer Jay of Alberta 

the disappearance of an 18 inch bronze statute received $20,125 for her study entitled 

of King George V. “Importance of Gender in Imperial China: 
The sculpture was sent to Prime Minister the Role of Eunuchs.” 


MacKenzie by English sculptor Sydney March 
(who was seeking a commission to build a full 
sized sculpture of the mod- 

el). The sculpture bounced 
around the head office of the 
Public Works department for a 
number of years and was last 
seen in 1976. 

The sculpture was eventu- 
ally reported stolen in 1993, 
when George Rolfe, a public 
works employee, was remind- 
ed of March’s sculpture when 
a full scale equestrian statue of 
Queen Elizabeth was installed 
on Parliament Hill in 1992. 

Unable to find the statue of 
King George V, Rolfe reported 
it stolen to the security depart- 
ment. At that time, it was list- 
ed with Interpol as stolen art 
valued at $15,000. Rolfe esti- 
mated that the statue could be 
worth as much as $100,000. 


® Not to be outdone, the Saskatchewan 

Agriculture Department provided a grant 
to Jerry Haigh so he could 
determine if the velvet off elk 
antlers had a positive impact 
on the immune system. After 
feeding velvet to mice, Haigh 
found no evidence of improved 
immunity. But Haigh noticed 
that his concoction had a 
noticeable impact on the sex life 
of mice. The mice bred faster 
and had larger genitalia. 


Bum Deal 

Plans by the Nova Scotia gov- 
ernment to install a high tech 
system to cover toilet seats in 
government buildings and hos- 
pitals went terribly awry. The 
$50,000 system would slip a 
plastic cover over the seat after 
each flush to prevent the spread 
of certain communicable diseas- 
es. However, officials were con- 
cerned that the system would 
lead people to conclude that 


Grants, grants and more 
grants 

The CTF has listed so many 
grants in The Taxpayer over AIDS could be contracted off toi- 
the years that they deserve let seats and quickly put the in- 
a category unto themselves. Tim and Kate fought the _ stallation of 250 high tech toilet 
Here's a few of the highlights: tax man and WON! seats on hold. 

© In 1994-95 the Federal $$ Now sitting in a warehouse, 


a Halifax radio station ran 
Deparbnent of aust eave a contest asking for suggestions on what 
$3,652 to Katherine St. Amant of Midland, ; 
° the government should do with these seats. 
Cinta ot) Belp dex Decome a Mary Say One wag suggested a unit be installed in 
Consultant and further provided $10,000 ag Sugs 


the legislature as a constant reminder of 
to Native Images of Vancouver to set up a ss ” 
government “waste”. 
tattoo shop. 


Finally, the government decided to sell them. 
@ In October 1991, we reported on a$10,000 _— And to save even more embarrassment, the 


grant given to Jim Burke’s book “If it sale was done as far away from the Nova Scotia 
Weren't For Sex I'd Have to Geta Job,” one _ Legislature as possible. In 1992, the seats 
of many grants from the Canada Council, were shipped to an auction house in Ontario 

@ The CTF reported in 1994 that the Social and sold for a grand total of $300. But the tale 
Sciences and Humanities Research doesn’t end here. Shipping and auctioneer 
Council granted Albert Schachter of McGill costs came to $424. Nova Scotia taxpayers lost 
University received $75,000 to study the another $124 on this bum deal!— 
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